REPORT 


OF  THE 


^gibical  (!3ffirrr  al  llralth 
anh  ^clronl  ©ffictr 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1938 


CARDIFl'  ; 

S.  Glossop  &  Sons  Ltd.,  New  Street. 


BOROUGH  OF  LLANELLY 


REPORT 

OF  THE 


jHf&ical  oi  Ucaltl) 

auh  (Bi&tn 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1938 


CARDIFF : 

S.  Glossop  &  Sons  Ltd.,  New  Street. 
1939. 


ERRATA. 


11,  Para.  1, 

Pages  38  and  39  should  read 

40  &  41 

11 

„  1 

>> 

51 

55 

55 

53 

23 

„  3 

>? 

80 

55 

55 

83 

23 

5)  4 

>> 

81 

55 

55 

84 

29 

„  1 

J5 

23 

55 

55 

25 

29 

jj  4 

>> 

7 

55 

55 

9  '' 

37 

55 

49 

55 

55 

51 

38 

„  3 

55 

16 

5  5 

55 

18 

80 

„  3 

55 

91 

55 

55 

94 

86 

6 

55 

8 

55 

55 

10 

Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1938. 

To  THE  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Llanelly. 


I\[r.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Report  tor  the  year  1938. 

Dr.  Winifred  E.  Probert  resigned  her  appointment  as 
-Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  March,  1938,  and  Dr.  Mary 
J.  Darby  was  appointed  to  succeed  her  and  entered  upon  her 
duties  on  1st  July,  1938. 

The  duties  of  local  authorities  have  been  constantly  added 
to  in  recent  years  in  consequence  of  new  legislation  and  this  has 
necessarily  been  accompanied  by  an  increase  in  the  work  of  the 
Health  Department.  One  of  its  most  important  functions  is  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  housing  of  the  people,  including  the  prevention 
of  overcrowding.  This  now  requires  the  whole  time  of  one 
vSanitary  Inspector  and  will  continue  to  do  so. 

Information  is  given  in  the  Report  in  regard  to  the  work 
done  during  the  year  for  the  rehousing  of  people  from  houses  in 
Clearance  Areas  and  from  individual  houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation.  Further  representations  have  been  made  to  the 
Town  Council  with  a  view  to  the  making  of  Clearance  Orders 
but  in  view  of  the  need  expressed  by  Government  Departments 
for  concentrating  upon  Air  Raid  Precautions  measures  the  Town 
Council  have  decided  that  no  action  should  be  taken  in  the 
meantime  to  follow  up  the  representations. 

The  present  position  is  that  over  120  houses  will  be  represented 
by  me  and  preliminary  inspections  of  other  properties  will  make  it 
necessary  to  represent  many  more  houses  with  the  object  of 
making  Clearance  Orders. 


The  reorganisation  of  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  is 
becoming  very  urgent  in  order  that  the  work  of  the  Department 
may  be  adequately  carried  out. 

J  operation  on  1st  October, 

1U38,  and  additional  duties  have  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Health 
Department  but  up  till  now  this  has  not  been  practicable, 
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Other  duties  are  concerned  with  the  Shops  Acts,  the  sanitary 

+i  I  assistance  given  to  me  by 

the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  during  the  past  year  particularly 
during  the  difficult  circumstances  under  which  they  have  had  to 
carry  out  their  duties. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  W.  POLE, 

„  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Health  Department, 

Old  Town  Hall, 

Llanelly, 

May,  1939. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


Medical  Office)'  of  Health  : 

L.  W.  POLE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Edin.),  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

W.  E.  PROBERT,  M.R.C.S.  (England),  L.R.C.P.  (London), 

D.P.H. 

{Resigned  March,  1938). 

M.\RY  J.  DARBY,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.A.O.  (Queen’s  University, 

Belfast). 

[Assumed  duties  Jtily,  1938). 

Dental  Surgeon  : 

T.  E.  M.ATHIAS,  L.R.C.P.  &  S.  (Edin.),  L.R.F.P.S.  (Glasgow), 

L.D.S.,  R.C.S.  (Edin.). 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods  : 

R.  EVANS,  M.R.S.I. 


Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

1.  R.  REES,  C.R.S.I. 

J.  E.  MARKS,  C.R.S.I.  (Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods). 


Health  Visitors  [also  School  Nurses)  : 

M.  C.  JONES,  S.R.N. 

G.  GREENE,  S.R.N.  (Health  Visitor’s  Certificate). 

G.  M.  ROBERTS,  S.R.N.  (Health  Visitor’s  Certificate). 
S.  THOMAS,  S.R.N.  (Health  Visitor’s  Certificate). 


Chief  Clerk  : 

M.  E.  SMITH  [left  May,  1938). 


Clerks  : 


W.  J.  SYMMONS.  J.  C.  WILLIAMS 


[left  March,  1939). 

J.  DAVIES  [temporary  since  Jiine,  1938). 

Matron,  Borough  Isolation  Hospital : 
WINIFRED  COULSON,  S.R.N. 


Veterinary  Inspector  : 

J.  C.  HILL,  M.R.C.V.S, 


X 
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SUMMARY. 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,069 

Population,  1938  (Estimated— Registrar-General)  ...  36,890 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Books 

(end  of  1938)  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,049 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £172,355 

Sum  represented  by  the  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £640 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  REGISTRAR-GENERAL’S  VITAL 
STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Live 

Births 

/  Legitimate 

1  Illegitimate 

Total 

480 

14 

M. 

239 

5 

F. 

241 

9  ' 

’Birth  Rate 

13.39  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated 
resident  popu- 
Jation  36,890 

Still 

Births 

f  Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

28 

1 

18 

10 

^55.44  per  1,000 
total  (live  and 
^  still)  births. 

Deaths 

... 

427 

233 

194  - 

’Death  Rate, 

11.57  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated 
resident  popu- 

Jation  36,890 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the 
Registrar-General’s  Short  List)  : — 

Rate  per  1,000 
total  (live  and 
Deaths  still)  bii'ths. 

No.  29 — Puerperal  sepsis  ...  —  — 

No.  30 — Other  Puerperal  causes  1  ...  1.91 

1  ...  1.91 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  3'ear  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  56.68 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  56.25 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  71.42 
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Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  48 

,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ... 

,,  „  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  0 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  1 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. — This  is  undertaken  by  the  Llanelly 
and  District  Nursing  Association  in  the  case  of  subscribers.  The 
home  nursing  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  is  not  undertaken. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Name 

Situation 

Nature  of 
Accommo¬ 
dation 

By  whom  Provided 

Llanelly  M.  &  C.W. 

Health  Dept., 

4  rooms  * 

Town  Council  and 

School  Clinic 

Old  Town  Hall 
do. 

4  rooms  * 

Education  Committee 
do. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic  ... 

do. 

4  rooms  * 

do. 

Dental  Clinic 

do. 

2  rooms  f 

do. 

Ej'o  Clinic 

do. 

2  rooms  f 

do. 

Gynaecological  Clinic 

stepney  House 

3  rooms 

Lady  Howard  Stepney 

Tuberculosis 

Institute 

Greenfield 

Villas 

— 

Welsh  National 

Memorial  Association 

*  Same  Rooms.  Same  Rooms 


Borough  Isolation  Hospital. — This  now  consists  of  a  cubicle 
block  with  ten  beds.  The  ward  block  erected  in  1902  is  no  longer 
in  use  as  it  is  not  now  lit  for  the  treatment  of  patients. 

During  the  j.ear  it  became  necessary  to  have  patients  admitted 
into  the  County  Isolation  Hospital  as  the  accommodation  in  the 
Borough  Isolation  Hospital  was  taxed  bejmnd  its  normal  capacity 
By  arrangement  with  the  County  Council  patients  were  admitted 
into  the  County  Isolation  Hospital  at  a  charge  of  three  miineas 

per  week.  In  1938,  eight  patients  were  admitted  into  the  Countv 
Isolation  Hospital.  • 


Prince  of  Wales  Orthepaedic  Hospilal.-Children  requiiinR 

TrS  iTrhn'i  admitted  into  tins  Hospital 

J luring  19vt8,  11  children  were  admitted.  (Education  CnnimR+oo 

10,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee,  1).  ' 
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Ambulance  Facilities. — A  fresh  Agreement  with  the  Priory  of 
St.  John  was  entered  into  to  take  effect  from  April  1st,  1937,  for 
the  nse  of  their  Amlmlance  Car  for  the  transport  witliin  the 
Borough  boundaries  of  persons  requiring  this,  including  the 
removal  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
The  Corporation  agreed  to  pay  for  these  services  the  sum  of  £300 
per  annum  and  to  provide  free  garage  accommodation  for  the  car. 
Notice  by  either  party  to  terminate  the  agreement  may  be  given 
si.\  weeks  before  the  31st  March  in  any  year. 


The  general  practitioners  in  the  town  are  supplied  with  books 
of  requisition  forms  so  that  they  may  call  upon  the  ambulance  car 
if  required.  In  the  case  of  infectious  diseases  the  requisition  is 
made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  Agreement  provides  that  when  the  Llanelly  car  is  for 
any  reason  not  available  the  Tumble  car  may  be  requisitioned. 
Following  the  transport  of  a  case  of  infectious  disease  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  the  car  is  fumigated  with  Formalin  gas  and  is 
taken  out  of  service  for  several  hours. 


The  service  given  by  the  Priory  of  St.  Jolin  has  always  been 
very  satisfactory. 


The  Ambulance  Car  has  also  been  used  for  the  transport  of 
patients  to  the  Gorseinon  Maternity  Hospital  and  elsewhere.  In 
these  cases  payment  is  made  to  the  Priory  for  the  carriage  of 
patients  beyond  the  Borough  boundary. 


Laboratory  Work. — The  Laboratory  of  the  Health  Department 
is  principally  used  for  the  examination  of  swabs  for  the  presence 
of  the  diphtheria  bacillus.  The  following  is  a  statement  of  the 
work  done  ; — 


Year 

1938 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

Diphtheria  swabs 
examined 

1152 

1251 

655 

1076 

1774 

1735 

Sputum  examined 

1 

1 

1 

for  T.B. 

3 
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Special  examinations  of  milk  and  foods  were  made  by 
Dr.  A.  F.  Sladden,  Beck  Laboratory,  Swansea,  and  Mr.  Clarence 
Seyler,  D.Sc.,  F.I.C.,  Swansea,  (principally  water  analysis).  On 
pages  38  and  39  will  be  found  the  results  of  the  bacteriological 
analysis  of  milk  made  by  Dr.  Sladden,  and  on  page  51  the  results 
of  the  water  analyses. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  population  of  the  Borough,  36,890,  as  estimated  by  the 
Registrar  General,  has,  with  the  exception  of  the  year  1932,  steadily 
declined  since  the  census  was  taken  in  1931,  and  now  stands  at 
a  lower  figure  than  that  for  the  census  year,  1921,  when  the 
enumerated  population  was  37,180.  Until  the  population  is  again 
ascertained  at  the  next  census  in  1941,  the  figure  given  by  the 
Registrar-General  must  be  taken  as  a  close  approximation  to 
the  actual  population. 

The  population  of  each  of  the  Wards  has  undergone  some 
change  because  of  the  transfer  of  families  from  one  Ward  to  another 
following  the  completion  of  housing  schemes  and  for  other  reasons, 
but  until  an  exact  enumeration  is  made  in  1941,  it  is  not  practicable 
to  alter  the  numbers  now  given  which  are  based  on  the  census 
population  of  1931.  Considerable  house  building  by  the  Corpor¬ 
ation  since  the  census  of  1931  has  taken  place  in  Wards  II  and  III, 
while  in  Ward  I,  houses  have  been  erected  by  private  enterprise. 


The  recent  construction  of  houses  by  the  Corporation  in  the 
Lliedi  valley  has  resulted  in  the  transfer  of  families  from  the 
Borough  to  Llanelly  Rural  District,  and  as  the  consequence  of 
the  making  of  clearance  orders,  many  more  families  will  be  housed 
outside  the  Borough  so  materially  reducing  the  population  of  the 
town.  House  construction  in  the  Llanelly  Rural  District  became 
necessary  as  there  were  no  available  sites  in  the  Borough  itself 


Births.— 463  births  were  registered  during  the  year,  but  after 
making  allowance  for  transferable  births  the  Registrar-General 
gives  the  net  number  for  the  borough  as  494,  equal  to  a  birth 
rate  of  13.39  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Illegitimate  births  numbered  14, 
34  legitimate  births. 


or  one  illegitimate  birth  to 


1  England  and  Wales  for  1938 

1,000  population, 


was  15.1 


per 
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Table  showing  the  Number  of  Births  and  Birth  Rates  per 

1,000  Population. 


1 

938 

1 

937 

1 

936 

1 

935 

1 

934 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

Llanelly 

494 

13.39 

552 

14.87 

488 

12.93 

518 

13.67 

549 

14.49 

England  and 

Wales 

... 

15.1 

14.9 

... 

14.8 

... 

14.7 

... 

14.8 

Still  Births  numbered  29-28  legitimate  and  one  illegitimate, 
giving  a  rate  of  0-78  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  rate  per 
1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  was  55-44. 


Tlie  still  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  0-60  per  1,000 
of  the  population. 


Table  showing  the  Number  of  Still  Births  and  the  Still  Birth  rate 

per  1,000  population. 


1938 

1937 

1 

936 

1935 

1934 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

Llanelly 

29 

0.78 

31 

0.83 

39 

1.03 

29 

0.76 

24 

0.63 

England  and 

Wales 

... 

0.60 

0.60 

... 

0.61 

... 

0.62 

0.62 

Deaths. — The  gross  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the 
Boi'ough  was  441,  but  after  making  allowance  for  inward  and 
outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net  number  of  deaths  for  the 
Borough  was  427  (233  males,  and  194  females),  equal  to  a  rate 
of  11-57  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


For  England  and  Wales  the  death  rate  was  1 1.6  per  1,000  of 
the  population, 
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Table  showing  the  Number  of  Deaths  and  Death  Rate  per  1,000 

Population. 


1938 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1 

934 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

Llanelly 

427 

11.57 

437 

11.77 

448 

11.87 

453 

11.95 

406 

10.71 

England  and 

12.1 

11.7 

11.8 

Wales 

... 

11.6 

12.4 

... 

Inquests. — These  numbered  26. 

Uncertified  Deaths. — 4 

Deaths  in  Public  Institutions. — 53  deaths  occurred  in  poblic 
institutions,  including  the  Llanelly  Public  Assistance  Institution 
and  the  Llanelly  General  Hospital. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Notification  of  Births.— The  accompanying  table  gives  par¬ 
ticulars  of  the  notifications  during  1938  as  well  as  for  the  four 
preceding  years. 


1938 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

Births  registered  and  notified  ... 

447 

530 

516 

527 

531 

Births  registered,  but  not  notified 

16 

33 

11 

22 

31 

Total  live  births  (uncorrectcd) 

463 

563 

527 

549 

561 

Still  Ifirths  notified 

23 

34 

40 

32 

27 

Births  notified  by  niidvvives  and 

maternity  nurses 

469 

563 

554 

559 

558 

Births  notified  by  medical  practitioners 
Births  notified  by  parents 

1 

1 

2 

. .  . 

1  his  table  gives  no  indication  of  the  actual  number  of  births 
attended  by  midwives  alone.  In  the  absence  of  information  as  to 
the  births  attended  by  doctors,  either  called  in  by  midwives,  or 
who  had  the  assistance  of  midwives,  the  majority  of  the  births 
are  classified  as  having  been  attended  by  midwives  without 
assistance. 
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Infant  Mortality.— Twenty-eight  infants  (18  males  10  fe¬ 
males)  died  within  twelve  months  of  birth.  The  infant  mortality 
rate  was  therefore  56-68  per  1,000  live  births. 

There  was  only  one  death  of  an  illegitimate  child. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  53  per  1,000  live  births. 

Nineteen  infant  deaths— 14  males  and  5  females  took  place 
under  the  age  of  four  weeks.  Of  these  19  deaths,  16—11  males 
and  5  females— occurred  during  the  first  week  of  life  and  10  deaths 
—  6  males  and  4  females— took  place  on  first  day  of  life. 


Table  showing  the  Number  of  Infant  Deaths  for  each  Quarter, 


1938 

No.  of  Infant 
Deaths 

1st  Quarter 

10 

2nd  Quarter 

9 

3rd  Quarter 

2 

4th  Quarter 

7 

Total 

28 

Table  showing  the  Number  of  Deaths  under  One  Year  of  Age,  and 
the  Rates  of  Infant  Mortality. 


1938 

937 

1 

936 

1935 

934 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

Llanell}' 

28 

56.68 

31 

56.15 

37 

75.82 

40 

77.22 

34 

61.93 

England  and 
Wales 

... 

53.00 

... 

58.00 

... 

59.00 

... 

57.00 

... 

64.00 

r 
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Table  showing  Infant  Mortality  by  Sex  and  Causes. 


Males 

Fem 

ALES 

To' 

I-AL 

Deaths 

Deaths 

Deaths 

No.  of 

per 

No.  of 

per 

No.  of 

per 

Deaths 

1,000 

Deaths 

1,000 

Deaths 

1,000 

Births 

Births 

Births 

All  Causes  ; — 

Under  4  weeks 

14 

57-37 

5 

20-00 

19 

38-46 

4  weeks  — 3  months  ... 

9 

8-19 

2 

4-04 

3  months — 6  months  ... 

2 

8-19 

2 

8-00 

4 

8-09 

6  months — 9  months  ... 

2 

8-00 

2 

4-04 

9  months — 12  months... 

1 

4-00 

1 

2-02 

Total  under  1  year 

18 

73-77 

10 

40-00 

28 

56-68 

Under  4  Weeks  ; — 

1  st  week 

11 

45-08 

5 

20-00 

16 

32-38 

2nd  week 

2 

8-19 

... 

2 

4-04 

3rd  week 

4  th  week 

1 

4-09 

... 

1 

2.02 

Total  under  4  weeks  ... 

14 

57-37 

5 

20-00 

19 

38-46 

Under  One  Week  : — 

1st  day  ... 

6 

24-59 

4 

16-00 

10 

20-24 

2nd  day 

1 

4-00 

1 

2-02 

3rd  day 

4  th  day 

5th  dav 

2 

8-19 

2 

4-04 

6th  day' 

7th  day 

3 

12-29 

3 

6-07 

Total  under  one  week  ... 

11 

45-08 

5 

20-00 

16 

32-38 

Premature  birth  ... 

7 

28-68 

2 

8-00 

9 

18-21 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

4-09 

2 

8-00 

3 

6-07 

Congenital  debility 

4 

16-39 

4 

8*09 

Difficult  birth 

2 

8-19 

9 

4-04 

2-02 

Injury  at  birth 

Icterus  neonatorum 

1 

4-09 

1 

4-00 

1 

1 

1 

5 

2 

2-02 

2-02 

10-12 

4-04 

Oastro-enteritis 

Pneumonia  and  Broncliitis 

2 

8-19 

1 

3 

4*^0 

12-00 

Other  conditions 

1 

4-09 

1 

4-00 

All  Causes 

18 

73-77 

10 

40-00 

28 

56-68 
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Maternal  Mortality. — There  was  one  maternal  deatli  due  to 
other  causes  than  sepsis.  This  gives  a  maternal  mortality  rate 
of  2-02  per  1,000  live  births,  or  1-91  per  1,000  total  live  and 
still  births. 

d'he  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales  were  3-08 
and  2-97  respectively. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.— The  following  table  relates  tc 
notifications  received  during  the  year  :  — 


Cases 

Vision 

unim¬ 

paired 

Vision 

im¬ 

paired 

Total 

blind¬ 

ness 

Deaths 

Noti¬ 

fied 

Treated 
at  home 

Treated 
in  hosp’l 

5 

3 

2 

5 

... 

Ante-natal  Centre. — This  Centre  is  open  on  Tuesdays  from 
10.0  a.m.  till  1.0  p.m.  and  from  2.0  p.m.  to  5.0  p.m. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  work  done  at  the  Centre  : 

1.  Number  of  women  who  attended  during  the 

year  1938  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

2.  Number  of  attendances  made  during  the 

year  .  ...  ...  ...  288 

3.  Percentage  of  total  notihed  births  (live 

and  still)  represented  by  the  number  of 
women  shown  under  1  ...  ...  25.53 

Infant  Welfare  Centre. — The  Centre  is  open  on  Monday  and 
Wednesday  afternoons  from  2  till  5  p.m. 

(a)  Total  number  of  attendances  at  the  Centre 

during  the  year  : — 

(i)  by  children  under  1  year  of  age  ... 

(ii)  by  children  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5 

years 

(b)  Total  number  of  children  who  first  attended 

at  the  Centre  during  the  year  and  who, 
on  the  date  of  their  first  attendance 
were  : — 

(i)  under  1  year  of  age 

(ii)  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years 

(c)  Total  number  of  children  under  5  years  of 

age  who  attended  .at  the  Centre  during 
the  year  and  who,  at  the  end  of  the  year 
were  — 

(i)  under  1  year  of  age 

(ii)  over  1  year  of  age  ...  . 


6,190 

3,724 

383 

70 


342 

475 
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(u)  Percentage  of  notified  births  represented 

by  the  number  in  (b)  (i)  ...  ...  ...  85.68 


Health  Visiting. 

Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  by  all  Health 
Visitors. 

(i)  to  e.xpectant  mothers.  First  Visits  ...  75 

Total  Visits  ...  13U 

(ii)  to  children  under  1  year  of  age — 

First  Visits  ...  444 

Total  Visits  ...  2,172 

(hi)  to  children  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5 

years —  ...  ...  Total  Visits  ...  3,972 

Supply  of  Milk  and  Food. 

{a)  Milk  and  other  food  (dried  milk, 

Virol,  and  Extract  of  Cod  Liver 
Oil  &  Malt)  is  supplied  to  expectant 
mothers,  ‘  nursing  mothers  and 
children  under  5  years  of  age,  free 
in  necessitious  cases,  and  at  cost 
price  in  other  cases. 

(b)  Total  quantity  of  milk  supplied 
during  the  year  to  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  and  young  chil¬ 
dren  : —  Liquid  Dried 

(Gallons)  (pounds) 
6,991  10,657 

Records  of  Milk  Issue. — Daily  records  of  dried  milk  issues  at 
the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  have  always  been  kept  by  the  Health 
Visitors,  but  a  more  complete  method  has  been  introduced  which 
permits  an  exact  check  both  upon  the  issues  and  the  cash  received. 

I  his  involves  an  increase  in  the  clerical  work  of  the  Health 
Visitors  and  the  office  staff. 


Some  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  the  past  in  dealing 
With  the  accounts  for  free  milk  which  purveyors  are  authorised  to 
to  supply  and  dissatisfaction  had  been  expressed  because  of 
delays  in  the  payment  of  their  accounts.  A  system  has  been 
mtioduced  which  should  avoid  all  cause  for  complaint  and  with 
the  co-operation  of  milk  purveyors  should  allow  of  all  accounts 
being  paid  at  the  end  of  each  month.  The  method  of  keepine 
the  accounts  is-  simple  and  is  free  from  errors  and  delays  that 
might  occur  in  the  more  complicated  system  which  was  in  use. 


Owing  to  the  great  congestion  on  the  afternoons  when  infants 
are  brought  to  the  Centre,  the  work  there  is  carried  on  under  a 
great  handicap.  The  space  in  the  waiting  room  is  altogether 
inadequate  and  is  entirely  taken  up  with  perambulators  for  which 
there  is  no  separate  or  proper  accommodation.  The  difficulties  are 
increased  because  there  is  only  one  waiting  room  and  it  is  also 
used  for  children  who  are  required  to  attend  at  the  Minor  Ail¬ 
ments  Clinic  for  treatment. 

Much  inconvenience  is  experienced  by  the  Health  Visitors 
in  carrying  out  their  duties  as  the  same  room  has  to  be  used  for 
issuing  dried  milk  and  tickets  for  ordinary  milk  and  for  undressing 
and  weighing  the  babies  and  keeping  records  of  the  work.  The 
work  is  carried  on  with  much  difficulty  and  this  can  only  be 
overcome  by  an  increase  in  the  present  accommodation.  An 
attempt  to  combat  the  difficulties  has  been  made  by  allotting  an 
additional  session  for  ante-natal  examinations,  for  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  children,  referred  by  the  Health  Visitors,  who  appear  to 
require  medical  supervision  and  for  the  issue  of  dried  milk  and 
tickets  for  ordinary  milk.  The  extra  session  is  on  Tuesday  fore¬ 
noons.  Ante-natal  patients  living  at  a  convenient  distance  from 
the  Clinic  are  encouraged  to  come  on  this  forenoon  to  relieve  the 
congestion  at  the  afternoon  session.  This  forenoon  has,  for  many 
years,  been  set  apart  for  the  special  examination  of  school 
children  referred  by  teachers,  etc. 

Other  visits  by  Health  Visitors. 

In  addition  to  their  ordinary  work  as  Health  Visitors  many 
special  visits  have  been  made  by  them  as  will  be  seen  from  an 
examination  of  the  subjoined  table. 

Particular  mention  may  be  made  of  their  visits  to  houses  in 
which  there  is  a  case  of  tuberculosis.  These  visits  are  of  a  following- 
up  character  in  co-operation  with  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  Dr. 
Martin  P.  Thomas.  During  the  course  of  their  visits  the  Health 
Visitors  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  whether  any  directions  of 
the  Tuberculosis  Officer  are  being  carried  out,  whether  the  patients 
are  taking  proper  measures  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  infection 
to  other  members  of  the  family,  and  whether  adequate  isolation 
of  the  patient  in  a  separate  bedroom  is  possible  and  taken 
advantage  of.  They  are  able  to  report  any  defective  sanitary 
conditions  which  come  to  their  notice  and  in  some  cases  may  be 
able  to  give  simple  instructions  for  the  benefit  of  the  patient  and 
other  members  of  the  family.  During  the  course  of  these  visits 
they  may  notice  that  a  contact  may  have  symptoms  suggestive 
of  the  early  infection  of  tuberculosis  and  such  cases  are  repoited 
immediately  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 
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Visits  to  cases  of  infectious  disease  ...  ...  ...  13 

Visits  to  cases  of  tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  57 

Visits  of  enquiry — stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  19 

Visits  of  enquir}^ — infant  deaths  ...  ...  ...  25 

Visits  of  enquiry  at  schools  (defective  vision)  ...  25 

Follow-up  visits  to  school  children  ...  ...  51 

Visits  to  orthopsedic  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

H.C.  check  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Adoption  enquiry  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Visits  in  connection  with  specimens  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  (water  works  employees)  ...  48 


Midwives. — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Midwives 
Act,  1936,  the  County  Council,  the  Local  Supervising  Authority 
under  the  Act,  appointed  six  midwives  for  the  Borough  of  Llanelly, 
who  entered  upon  their  duties  in  October,  1937.  The  number  of 
births  notified  by  each  of  these  midwives  is  set  out  in  tabular 
form  and  a  separate  table  has  been  prepared  for  midwives  in 
independent  practice. 

(1)  County  Council  Midwives — Notifications. 

1  midwife  notified  76  live  births  and  4  still  births 
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(2)  IMidwives  practising  independently. 

1  midwife  notified  45  live  births  and  1 
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Totals  of  (1)  and  (2) — 

21  midwives  notified  441  live  births  and  22  still  births. 

Ihese  statistics  show  that  the  midwives  appointed  by  the 
County  Council  attended  twice  as  many  births  as  the  fourteen 
midwives  practising  independentl5^  Thej^  also  show  that  of  the 
149  births  attended  by  midwives  in  independent  practice,  128 
were  attended  by  four  of  them. 

Births  in  Public  Institutions  : 

3  maternity  Nurses  notified  5  live  births  and  1  still  birth. 

Notifications  by  doctors  ...  ...  Nil 

Notifications  by  parents  ...  1 

Maternity  Hospital. 

The  provision  of  a  Maternity  Hospital  has  continued  to  receive 
the  attention  of  the  Maternity  &  Child  Welfare  Committee  and  the 
Town  Council  during  the  year.  The  suggestion  of  the  Welsh 
Board  of  Health  that  a  Maternity  Hospital  containing  12  to  15 
beds  to  serve  the  eastern  industrial  portion  of  the  County  has  not 
had  the  support  of  the  Carmarthenshire  County  Council.  In  their 
view  the  number  of  beds  available  in  the  Maternity  Block  of  the 
Carmarthen  Infirmary  is  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  whole 
county. 

The  need  for  a  hospital  in  or  near  Llanelly  has  been  stressed 
by  a  large  number  of  organisations,  both  mens’  and  womens’, 
and  a  leading  part  was  taken  bj''  the  Mayoress,  Miss  Anita  P. 
Davies,  and  Dame  Gwendoline  Trubshaw  when  Chairman  of  the 
County  Council  and  subsequently. 

The  Town  Council,  through  their  Maternity  and  Child  M’elfare 
Scheme,  have  been  at  all  times  anxious  to  put  pressure  on  the 
(.'ounty  Council  with  a  view  to  the  formation  of  a  definite  proposal 
for  the  industrial  areas  of  the  County. 

In  Jiily,  1938,  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  received  a  deputation 
from  the  Town  Council  when  it  was  pointed  out  that  the  public 
demand  for  the  provision  of  a  Maternity  Hospital  was  becoming 
increasingly  insistent.  The  views  of  the  deputation  were  listened 
to  with  sympathetic  attention  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Board, 
Sir  John  Rowlands,  who  promised  to  do  what  he  could  to  forward 
the  claims  of  the  industrial  areas  in  regard  to  adequate  hospital 
accommodation. 
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In  view  of  the  relatively  small  number  of  boroiigh  patients 
that  would  require  to  go  into  a  Maternity  Hospital  it  would  be 
uneconomical  to  embark  upon  a  scheme  of  construction  for  the 
borough  requirements  alone,  but  a  hospital  to  serve  the  needs  of 
Llanelly  and  the  adjoining  districts  would  be  a  distinct  advantage. 
Fortunately,  the  Maternity  Block  of  the  Gorseinon  Hospital  has 
been  able  to  deal  with  all  the  cases  requiring  hospital  treatment 
sent  from  Llanelly. 

At  the  request  of  medical  practitioners  practising  in  the 
Borough,  47  patients  were  admitted  into  the  Maternity  Block  of 
the  Gorseinon  Hospital  and  two  were  admitted  into  the  Maternity 
Block  of  the  Carmarthen  Infirmary.  In  all  cases  doctors  considered 
that  treatment  in  a  Maternity  Hospital  was  necessary. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  number  of  patients  admitted 
into  the  two  hospitals  and  the  conditions  for  which  they  were 
admitted  : — 


Gorseinon  Maternity  Hospital. 


Conditions  for  which  admissions  requested  by 
medical  practitioners. 


(1) 

Anticipated  difficult  labour 

19 

(2) 

Toxaemia  of  pregnancy 

11 

(3) 

Uterine  haemorrhage  and  placenta  praevia 

5 

(4) 

Heart  weakness 

2 

(5) 

Retained  placenta 

5 

(6) 

Retroverted  uterus 

1 

(7) 

Eclampsia 

1 

(8) 

Pruritis 

1 

(9) 

Cystitis 

1 

(10) 

?  Pregnancy  ... 

1 

47 

(1)  Anticipated  difficult  labour — 19. 

Results—  1 1  live  births —  (3  caesarean  sections  ; 

(1  case  twins)  1  forceps  delivery) 

2  still  births — (forceps  delivery). 

2  craniotomies— (after  “  failed  forceps  ” 

delivery). 

1  uterus  evacuation. 

3  admissions  for  examination  and  report _ 

no  confinement. 

1  hysterotomy. 


(2)  Toxaemia  of  pregnancy — 1 1. 

Results —  6  live  births — (forceps  delivery  in  two 
(1  case  twins)  cases  ;  one  caesarean 
section); 

3  still  births 

(1  twin) — (forceps  delivery  in  one  case) 

1  birth  of  foetus 
1  uterus  evacuation 

1  mother  died  on  day  of  admission. 

(3)  Uterine  haemorrhage  and  placenta  praevia — 5. 

Results —  3  live  births — (1  forceps  delivery). 

2  uterus  evacuations — (one  case  hydati- 

form  mole) 

(4)  Heart  weakness — 2 

Results —  3  live  births — (Twins  in  one  case — both 

died) 

(5)  Retained  placenta — 5. 

Results — 5  births  before  admission.  Appropriate 

treatment  given. 

(6)  Retroverted  uterus — 1. 

Advice  given. 

(7)  Eclampsia — 1 

Birth  of  child  before  admission.  Treatment  given 
followed  by  recovery 

(8)  Pruritis — 1. 

Admitted  on  three  occasions  for  treatment.  Advice 
given  as  to  further  treatment. 

(9)  Cystitis — 1. 

Admitted  for  report.  Advice  given  as  to  treatment. 

(10)  ?  Pregnancy—]. 

Admitted  to  hospital  in  serious  condition  and  died 
shortly  afterwards.  Post-mortem 
examination  revealed  pneumococ¬ 
cal  meningitis  from  old  ear  disease. 

Births. 


Ages  of  Mothers  : 

15- 

20- 

25- 

30- 

35- 

Tota  1 

Live  Births  :  Full  Term  ... 

1 

2 

6 

8 

3 

20 

Premature  ... 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Still  Births  :  Full  Term  ... 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Premature  ... 

1 

1 

2 

4 
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Carmarthen  Infirmary. 

Two  cases  admitted  in  1938,  for — 

(1)  Anticipated  difficult  laboiir — Hydrocephalic  child 

delivered  after  cleidotomy. 

(2)  ?  Pre-eclamptic  toxaemia — Appropriate  treatment 

given. 


Child  Life  Protection 

(Sec.  206  to  220  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936) 

(a)  Number  of  persons  who  were  receiving  children 

for  reward  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Number  of  children — 

(i)  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  ...  1 

(ii)  who  died  during  the  year 

(iii)  on  whom  inquests  were  held  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

(c)  Number  of  Child  Protection  Visitors  at  the  end  of 

the  year  who  were  : — 

(i)  Health  Visitors  ...  ...  ...  4 

(ii)  Females,  other  than  Health  Visitors  ... 

(iii)  Males 

Dental  Treatment. 

The  work  done  by  the  Dental  Surgeon  is  included  in  the 
Report  on  page  80. 

Orthopaedic  Treament. 

The  Report  of  the  Orthopaedic  Sister,  Miss  M.  G.  Thomas, 
will  be  founcl  on  page  81 . 

Birth  Control. — This  work  is  carried  on  at  the  special 
gynaecological  clinic.  Dr.  Gwendoline  Madel  being  in  charge. 

Instruction  in  contraceptive  measures  is  confined  to  married 
women  in  whose  case  further  pregnancies  would  involve  danger 
to  their  health  or  life.  Requests  are  now  received  from  doctors 
practising  in  the  town  for  their  patients  to  take  advantage  of  the 
facilities  provided  at  the  Clinic.  The  following  particulars  of  the 
work  have  been  supplied  by  Dr.  Madel. 

New  Cases. — Sixteen  new  cases  were  seen  during  the  year. 

Oi.D  Cases.— I'orty-five  old  cases  returned  to  the  Clinic 
during  the  year  for  re-fitment  and  further  advice  where 
nece.ssary. 
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Types  of  Cases.— In  every  case  seen  there  was  a  previous 
history  of  multiple  pregnancies.  In  one  case  there  was 
a  history  of  ten  previous  pregnancies  and  two  mis¬ 
carriages,  the  age  of  this  patient  being  only  43  years. 

h oui  of  the  new  cases  suffered  from  severe  vulvo- vaginitis 
and  in  these  cases  it  was  impo.ssible  to  fit  a  pessary. 

Cases  of  epilepsy,  cardiac  disease  and  secondary  anaemia 
following  post-partum  haemorrhage  were  amongst  the  cases 
seen  during  the  year. 

Failures. — The  percentage  of  failures  was  18.  This  com¬ 
pares  very  favourably  with  Clinics  in  other  parts  of  the 
country  where  the  average  failure  is  30  per  cent. 

On  investigation,  the  18  per  cent,  of  failures  admitted 
neglect  or  carelessness. 

Social  Conditions. — In  about  45  per  cent  of  cases  the 
respective  husbands  were  unemployed  and  the  general 
social  conditions  were  poor. 

Summary. — The  Clinic  is  progressing  satisfactorily  and  I 
believe  it  would  be  an  advantage  if  Sessions  were  held 
twice  monthl}-'. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  again  expressing 
my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  of  the  nurses  and  the  keen 
interest  they  have  taken  in  the  welfare  of  the  Clinic. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  was  about  half 
half  of  that  for  the  previous  year — 19  cases  notified,  compared 
with  33  in  1937.  All  the  cases  notified  were  nursed  at  home  with 
the  exception  of  four  admitted  into  the  Isolation  Hospital,  one 
of  them  a  severe  case  complicated  with  mastoid  disease 
necessitating  operation.  In  addition,  one  case  notified  as 
diphtheria  was  rediagnosed  on  admission  into  hospital  as  scarlet 
fever,  and  another  was  found  after  admission  for  diphtheria  to 
have  both  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever.  No  death  was  caused  by 
scarlet  fever  in  1938. 

As  was  pointed  out  in  the  Report  for  1937,  home  isolation 
is  quite  effective  if  this  is  considered  adequate.  This  is  borne  out 
by  the  experience  in  Llanelly  as  the  yearly  statistics  show  that 
there  has  been  no  evidence  pointing  to  a  material  increase  in 
notifications  as  the  result  of  home  isolation.  The  chief  cause  of 
the  spread  of  scarlet  fever  is  the  passage  of  infective  material 
from  the  mouth  and  nose  of  infected  persons  and  it  is  probable 
that  very  little  infection  attaches  to  a  patient  after  the  acute 
throat  symptoms  have  ceased.  This  statement  should  be  qualified 
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'.n  regard  to  some  cases  of  scarlet  fever  as  the  infection  may  be 
Transmitted  from  a  discharging  ear,  sores  of  nose,  etc.  The  skin, 
formerly  considered  the  chief  means  of  transmitting  scarlet  fever 
has  probably  very  little,  if  any  effect.  Until  public  opinion  can  be 
gained  over  to  this  view,  prolonged  detention  in  hospital  will 
be  inevitable.  This  has  a  bearing  upon  the  exclusion  of  children 
from  school,  and  adixlts  from  their  work  when  a  case  of  scarlet 
fever  has  occurred  in  the  home. 

« 

Unless  a  contact  is  actually  suffering  from  symptoms  which 
raise  a  suspicion  that  he  has  been  infected  the  need  for  exclusion 
from  school  or  stoppage  of  work  is  not  called  for. 

The  administration  of  anti-scarlet  fever  serum  in  the  early 
stage  of  the  disease  when  the  eruption  is  marked  shortens  the 
duration  of  the  illness  and  has  some  effect  in  preventing  com¬ 
plications  such  as  ear  disease,  nephritis,  etc.  If  given  in  time 
desquamation  of  the  skin  does  not  take  place  and  patients  can  be 
discharged  quite  safely  in  three  weeks. 


Diphtheria. — The  incidence  of  this  disease  was  considerably 
less  than  in  1937.  72  cases  were  notified  in  1938  as  compared  with 
102  in  the  previous  year  and  three  deaths  occurred.  One  of  these 
took  place  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  case  of  a  child  aged 
seven  years  who  was  admitted  in  a  very  serious  condition.  Death 
took  place  two  days  after  admission  the  whole  coiTrse  of  the 
disease  having  been  seven  days.  In  addition  to  this  case,  there 
were  eight  others  who  had  diphtheria  of  a  severe  type  but  all 
recovered  without  ill  effects  beyond  some  stiffness  of  the  legs  in 
one  case. 

In  contrast  with  scarlet  fever  the  nursing  of  diphtheria  is 
of  the  utmost  importance  and  every  case  that  cannot  have 
skilled  nursing  and  careful  supervision  at  home  should  be  admitted 
into  Hospital.  The  first  indications  of  dangerous  symptoms  are 
extremely  insidious  and  can  only  be  detected  by  constant  super¬ 
vision.  ^ 


It  has  been  the  practice  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  many 
years  in  addition  to  giving  anti-diphtheretic  serum  to  administer 
(^^1.  ^  time  10  or  20  c.c.  of  anti-scarlet  fever  serupi  in  very 
dirty  throats  as  this  condition  is  probably  due  to  a  mixed  in¬ 
fection  with  streptococcus.  This  is  usually  followed  by  a  marked 
improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  fauces  with  more  comfort  to 
the  patient. 


In  general  the  incidence  of  diphtheria  in  Llanelly  is  ereater 
in  the  first  and  last  quarters  of  the  year  and  less  during  the 
wanner  months.  This  is  brought  out  in  the  accompanying  table 

Ward  it r  less  prevalent  in 

\\  ard  HI  The  following  I  able  shows  the  incidence  of  diphtheria 
in  each  of  the  three  wards  '-npiiLiitna 


JT' 

2fi 

Diphtheria. 

Distribution  in  Wards— Quarterly  Periods. 


1938 

Ward  1 

Ward  2 

Ward  3 

Borough 

1st  Quarter  ... 

20 

17 

5 

42 

2nd  Quarter'  ... 

2 

1 

1 

4 

3rd  Quarter  ... 

1 

2 

2 

5 

4th  Quarter  ... 

7 

14 

- 

21 

Total 

30 

34 

8 

72 

Immunization. 

During  the  year  no  steps  have  been  taken  to  introduce 
immunization  among  the  child  population  of  the  town.  The 
necessity  for  taking  this  preventive  measure  is  not  appreciated 
as  the  incidence  of  diphtheria  in  the  town  is  comparatively  low 
but  the  call  for  immunization  would  probably  become  very 
urgent  were  diphtheria  to  assume  a  high  degree  of  prevalence. 

Enteric  Fever. — Two  cases  of  paratyphoid  fever  were  notified 
and  both  were  admitted  into  the  Isolation  Hospital.  In  the  case 
of  one  of  the  patients — a  woman  aged  42  years — the  source  of  the 
infection  could  not  be  ascertained.  The  disease  was  very  mild 
and  she  was  discharged  in  about  five  weeks  and  was  then  quite 
well.  In  the  other  case,  a  man  aged  23  years,  a  histor}'  of  probable 
infection  was  obtained.  This  man  had  been  on  a  pleasure  trip  to 
the  Mediterranean  and  while  sightseeing  in  Italy  had,  with  others, 
drunk  wajier  from  a  public  tap.  He  stated  that  nianj^  of  those 
who  had  drunk  this  water  had  become  very  ill  with  abdominal 
symptoms,  vomiting,  etc.  He  was  suffering  from  a  fairly  severe 
attack  of  paratyphoid  fever  when  admitted  but  after  a  stay  in 
the  hospital  of  about  two  months  he  was  discharged  well.  As 
the  result  of  enquiry  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  another 
district  it  was  ascertained  that  a  fellow  passenger  on  returning 
home  developed  paratyphoid  fever  which  resulted  in  her  death. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. — Two  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified 
and  both  recoverccl  after  treatment  at  home, 
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Erysipelas. — Twelve  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  and 
tliree  of  them  were  admitted  into  the  Isoltation  Hospital.  All 
reco\’ered. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — Five  notifications  were  received 
and  two  of  the  infants  were  admitted  into  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
Recovery  took  place  in  all  cases  with  no  interference  with  sight. 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis. — Five  notifications  of  this 
disease  were  received  and  four  of  the  cases  were  removed  to 
Isolation  Hospital. 

One  case,  a  baby  aged  19  months,  died  two  days  after  admission 
from  a  very  acute  form  of  the  disease. 

A  girl  aged  1 1  years  recovered  after  a  stay  of  eleven  weeks 
in  the  Isolation  Hospital  but  the  resulting  paralysis  of  the  back 
and  arms  necessitated  treatment  through  the  Orthopaedic  Scheme 
of  the  Education  Committee. 

Another  girl  aged  nine  years,  after  preliminary  treatment  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital  developed  paralysis  of  the  muscles  of  respiration 
including  the  diaphragm  and  was  removed  to  the  Cardiff  Isolation 
Hospital  two  days  after  admission  into  the  Borough  Isolation 
Hospital  for  treatment  in  the  “  Iron  Lung.”  She  was  discharged 
to  her  home  in  a  much  improved  condition  after  a  stay  of  sixteen 
weeks  in  the  Cardiff  Isolation  Hospital.  She  is  now  being  kept 
under  supervision  through  the  Orthopjedic  Scheme  of  the 
Education  Committee. 

A  boy  aged  14  years  had  a  considerable  degree  of  paralysis 
of  the  legs  and  was  transferred  at  the  end  of  thirteen  weeks  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales’  Hospital,  Cardiff,  for  treatment  there. 


A  baby  aged  14  months  was  treated  at  home  and  recovered. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Calendar  year  1938  in  the 

various  Wards. 


Diseases 

Cases  notified 

Total 

cases 

notified 

Total  deaths 

Ward 

1 

Ward 

2 

Ward 

3 

At 

home 

In 

hospital 

Scarlet  fever 

4 

11 

4 

19 

Diphtheria 

30 

34 

8 

72 

2 

1 

Pneumonia 

16 

13 

7 

36 

25 

.  . 

Puerperal  .pyrexia 

1 

1 

2 

... 

Eryssipelas 

5 

5 

2 

12 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

1 

1 

2 

... 

... 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

... 

5 

5 

... 

Poliomyelitis 

2 

3 

5 

... 

1 

Encephalitis  lethargica  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1* 

.Fond  poisoning  ... 

... 

2 

2 

... 

... 

D3’senter3" 

1 

1 

... 

*  Case  notified  in  1937,  fatal  in  1938. 


Analysis  of  the  Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  under  the 

following  Age  Groups. 


Disease 


Scarlet  fever 

Diphtheria 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

Erysipelas 

Paratyphoid  fever 
Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum 

Poliomyelitis 

Encephalitis 

lethargica 

Food  poisoning  .. 

Dysentery 


Under 
1  vear 


6 

30 

6 


10 


15 


20 


1  1 
1 


35 


45 


10 


7  2 


65 


Total 


19 

72 

36 

2 

12 

2 

5 

5 

1 

2 

1 
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Exclusion  of  Contacts  from  School. 

The  school  contacts  of  children  who  are  absent  from  school 
on  account  of  infectious  diseases  are  the  only  cases  where  exclusion 
has  been  deemed  necessary.  There  has  been  no  question  of  the 
closure  of  schools  because  of  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease. 
On  page  23  of  this  report  I  have  expressed  certain  views  as  to 
the  advisability  of  excluding  children  from  school  on  account  of 
the  existence  of  a  case  of  infectious  disease  in  the  home.  This 
question  was  also  discussed  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1937. 

Isolation  Hospital. 

Consideration  of  the  question  of  the  construction  of  a  new 
Isolation  Hospital  has  received  the  attention  of  the  Town  Council 
during  the  year.  The  existing  hospital  does  not  provide 
accommodation  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  town.  The  cubicle 
block  has  accommodation  for  ten  patients  but  on  some  occasions 
this  number  is  exceeded.  It  has  sometimes  been  necessary  to  ask 
that  patients  be  admitted  into  the  County  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  Administrative  Block  is  showing  definite  signs  of  decay. 
The  rooms  are  damp  ;  rotting  of  the  floors,  including  joists, 
especially  in  the  bedrooms,  is  a  source  of  discomfort  to  those 
who  have  to  sleep  there.  This  building — ‘  temporary  type  ' — 
was  constructed  26  years  ago  and  is  not  now  fit  for  the  housing 
of  the  hospital  staff.  The  time  has  arrived  when  it  should  be 
demolished  entirely  and  a  new  and  more  suitable  structure 
erected. 

As  already  mentioned  (page  7)  the  ward  block  erected  in 
1902  is  not  fit  for  the  reception  of  patients.  It  has  been  used 
during  the  past  year  or  two  in  connection  with  disinfestation 
work  and  for  storage  of  bedding,  etc.,  loaned  to  families  while 
their  bedding  was  being  disinfested. 


Borough  Isolation  Hospital. 

Admissions  of  notified  and  unnotified  cases. 


Disease 

In 

Hospital 

1-1-38 

Admissions 

Discharges 

Fatal 

In 

Hospital 

31-12-38 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

Diphtheria 

12 

59*t 

58 

1 

12 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

1 

2 

3 

... 

... 

I’neumonia 

2 

2 

... 

Ervsfiielas 

3 

... 

Measles- 

... 

1 

1 

... 

Paratyphoid  fever 

... 

2 

2 

... 

... 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

4 

2 

1 

1 

Tuberculous  meningitis  . 

1 

1 

Totals  ... 

13 

76 

73 

3 

13 

♦  Excluding  four  cases  of  diphtheria  admitted  from  the  County  Isolation 
Hospital,  but  including  three  cases  from  the  School  Camp,  Pendine. 
t  Including  five  cases  re-diagnosed — bronchitis,  3  ;  scarlet  fever,  1  : 

diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever,  1. 

+  Including  one  case  re-diagnosed  iodine  poisoning. 


County  Isolation  Hospital. 

Admissions  of  notified  and  unnotified  cases. 


Disease 

In 

Hospital 

1-1-38 

Admissions 

Discharges 

Fatal 

In 

Hospital 

31-12-38 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

1 

2* 

3 

... 

... 

Diphtheria  .... 

fl 

Encephalitis  lethargica  . 

3 

1 

4t 

7 

1 

.  . 

?  Typhoid  fever 

1 

u 

1 

... 

*  Excluding  one  case  admitted  from  the  Uorough  Isolation  Hospital, 
f  Inrluding  two  cases  re-diagnosed  tonsillitis. 

t  Fatal  case,  death  certified  as  lieart  failure  due  to  gastro-eiiteritis. 
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Summary  Table. 


In 

Hospital 

1-1-38 

Admissions 

Discharges 

Fatal 

In 

Hospital 

31-12-38 

Uonnigh  Isolation 

Hospital 

13 

76 

73 

3 

13 

Count}-  Isolation 

Hosjutal 

5 

7 

10 

2 

■J'OTALS 

18 

83 

83 

5 

13 

Table  showing  the  admissions  into  Hospital  (Borough  and 
County)  per  cent  of  cases  NOTIFIED.* 


Disease 

Number  of 
cases 
notified 

Number  of 
cases 
admitted 

Cases  admitted 
per  cent 
of  notifications 

Scarlet  fever 

19 

4 

21-05 

Diphtheria  ... 

72 

60 

83-33 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  ... 

5 

2 

4000 

Pneumonia  ... 

36 

2 

6-01 

Erysipelas  ... 

12 

3 

25-00 

Paratyphoid  fever  ... 

2 

2 

100-00 

Poliomyelitis 

5 

4 

80-00 

Totals 

151 

77 

50-99 

*  Xot  included  in  above  table  :  three  patients  admitted  for  tubeixuloiis 
meningitis,  measles,  ?  typhoid  fever. 


“  Sack  ”  Disinfector.— The  “  Sack  ”  Disinfector  used  in  the 
town  Disinfecting  Station  continues  to  giv'e  satisfaction. 

The  total  amount  of  gas  used  during  the  year  for  the  genera¬ 
tion  of  steam  was  35,700  cubic  feet,  costing  £7  17s.  8d. 

Antitoxins.  Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  issued  free  of  charge  to 
doctors  practising  in  the  Borough  for  the  treatment  of  persons 
unable  to  pay  the  cost  of  the  antitoxin. 
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The  number  of  units  used  during  the  past  six  years  were  ; 


1938 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

2,274,000 

2,882,000 

1,769,000 

3,584,000 

5,072,000 

3,608,000 

The  antitoxin  is  supplied  in  capsules  containing  8,000  units 
of  concentrated  antitoxin.  976,000  units  were  issued  to  medical 
practitioners  for  the  treatment  of  persons  unable  to  pay  the  cost 
of  the  antitoxin,  and  1,298,000  units  were  supplied  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  for  the  treatment  of  patients  there.  During 
the  year,  150  units  of  anti-erysipelas  serum  and  310  units  of 
scarlatina  antitoxin  were  also  issued. 

Heart  Disease. — This  continues  to  be  the  principal  cause  of 
death.  The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  forms  of  heart  disease 
was  96  (51  males,  45  females) — 2-60  per  1,000,  or  22-48  per  cent, 
of  the  total  deaths.  The  table  (local  statistics)  on  page  72  shows 
that  the  majority  occurred  after  the  age  of  55. 

Cancer. — The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  in  1938  was 
48  (22  males,  26  females)  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  1.30  per 
1,000,  or  11.24  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths. 

The  table  (local  statistics)  shows  the  sites  of  the  cancer  and 
the  age-periods  for  males  and  females  in  which  death  occurred. 


CANCER— SITES,  AGE-PERIODS,  AND  FOR  EACH  SEX  (Local  Statistics). 
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Both 

Sexes 

29 

- 

cc 

cc 

44 

eft 

O 

tJO 

< 

cc 

cc 

; 

(M 

1 

22 

< 

1C 

: 

: 

CM 

(M 

1 

22 

1 

pH 

75- 

: 

: 

1 

: 

: 

- 

-- 

CD 

65- 

. 

-- 

1C 

- 

: 

1 

1 

Ph' 

cc 

- 

- 

i 

-- 

O) 

55- 

krH 

1C 

: , 

: 

i 

CO 

1 

Ph' 

i 

: 

; 

cc 

45- 

s 

- 

1 

Ph' 

:-::::: 

- 

1C 

cc 

:  ;  :  :  :  : 

(M 

1 

- 

1C 

O'! 

u-J 

::::::: 

: 

Buccal  cavit}'^  and  pharynx  ... 

Digestive  organs  and  peritoneum 

Respiratory  organs 

Uterus,  ovary  ... 

Breast  ... 

Male  genito-urinary  organs  ... 

Other 

TOTALS  . 
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tuberculosis. — Thirty-three  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis 
were  notified  in  1938—21  males  and  12  females  (0.89  per  1,000 
estimated  population),  and  23  deaths— 12  males  and  11  females 
(0.62  per  1,000  estimated  population)  were  recorded  (local 
statistics). 

The  Registrar-General  gave  the  number  of  deaths  from 
respiratory  tuberculosis  as  22. 

Twelve  cases  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  were  notified — 
6  male  and  6  females  (0.32  per  1,000  estimated  population),  and 
lour  deaths — two  males  and  two  females  (0.10  per  1,000  estimated 
population)  were  recorded  (local  statistics). 

The  Registrar-General  gave  the  number  of  deaths  from  non- 
respiratory  tuberculosis  as  five. 

Of  the  27  deaths,  six  took  place  of  persons  who  had  not  been 
previously  notified  as  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  In  all  such 
cases  enquiry  is  made  of  the  medical  practitioner  who  certified 
the  death  and  the  reason  generally  given  for  the  non-notification 
is  that  he  understood  the  person  had  already  been  notified  by 
another  doctor.  There  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  there  is  any 
wilful  neglect  to  notify. 

The  ratio  of  the  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  the  total 
tuberculosis  deaths  was  1  :  5. 


Number  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  and  Non-Respiratory, 
notified  during  1938,  and  the  Number  of  Deaths,  (local  statistics). 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age- 

Periods 

Respiratory 

N  on-respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0— 

... 

.  .  . 

. . . 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

... 

1— 

... 

... 

1 

1 

... 

1 

... 

5 — 

1 

1 

1 

1 

... 

1 

... 

1 

15— 

5 

6 

2 

4 

2 

6 

1 

1 

25— 

2 

2 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

35— 

4 

1 

1 

... 

2 

... 

... 

45— 

6 

1 

... 

... 

4 

1 

... 

... 

55 — 

3 

1 

1 

... 

3 

1 

... 

... 

65— 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

Totals 

21 

12 

6 

6 

12 

11 

2 

2 

Cases  Admitted  and  Discharged  from  Sanatoria  and  Hospitals 

in  1938. 


Hespiratory 

Non-respirator}" 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Admitted 

13 

4 

1 

2 

DiscJiarged 

12 

3 

7 

1 

Three  cases  of  tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system,  two  males 
and  one  female,  died  in  sanatoria  or  hospitals. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  quarterly  statements  are  sent  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 


The  following  is  a  statement  showing  the  same  particulars 
for  the  year,  1938  :  — 


Males 

Fern 

ales 

Year  ending  31st  December,  1938 

Respir¬ 

atory 

Non- 

Respir- 

atory 

Respir¬ 

atory 

Noil- 

Respir¬ 

atory 

Total 

[a)  Number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
on  Register  at  commencement 
of  the  year 

125 

72 

134 

64 

395 

(b)  Number  of  cases  notified  under 
Regulations  of  1930  for  the  first 
time  during  the  year 

21 

6 

12 

6 

45 

(c)  Cases  restored  to  Register 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

. . . 

. . . 

(d)  Number  of  cases  removed  from 
Register  during  the  year 

46 

26 

55 

28 

155 

[e)  Number  of  cases  remaining  on 
Register  at  end  of  year  ... 

100 

52 

91 

42 

285 

PUBLIC  HE.'\LTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 

REGULATIONS,  1923. 

One  notice  was  served  during  the  year  upon  a  milk  purve3’or 
requiring  liini  to  discontinue  his  personal  work. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936— SECTION  172. 

No  action  was  taken  with  regard  to  the  compulsory  removal 
to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

TUBERCULOSIS  IN  WALES. 

In  the  Annual  Report  for  1937,  reference  was  made  to  the 
work  of  the  Committee  of  Enquiry  and  to  the  evidence  given  on 
behalf  of  the  Welsh  Non-County  Boroughs.  As  stated  in  the 
above  report,  the  chairman,  Mr.  Clement  Davies,  K.C.,  was  very 
impressed  with  the  amount  and  quality  of  the  work  undertaken 
by  the  non-county  boroughs  in  Wales. 

The  Report  of  the  Enquiry  was  published  early  in  1939  and 
dealt  very  fully,  not  only  with  the  subject  for  which  the 
Committee  was  appointed,  namely,  to  enquire  into  the  Anti- 
Tuberculosis  Service  in  Wales  and  Monmouthshire,  but  also  with 
a  variety  of  conditions  which  might  conduce  to  the  spread  of 
tuberculosis — the  nutrition  of  the  individual,  housing  conditions, 
the  Local  Government  and  Health  Services,  the  influence  of 
schools,  etc. 

In  regard  to  housing  the  following  paragraphs  may  be  quoted 
to  show  the  importance  which  the  Committee  attached  to  this 
subject  in  the  fight  against  tuberculosis. 

“  Overcrowding. 

49.  The  evil  effects  of  insanitary  houses  are  much 
increased  if  the  number  of  rooms  and  the  space  available 
are  insufficient  for  the  persons  occupying  the  house,  and 
particularly  if  the  accommodation  does  not  permit  of  the 
occupation  of  a  separate  room  by  a  member  of  the  family 
suffering  from  tuberculosis.  In  such  circumstances  a  house 
which  may  not  be  technically  overcrowded  on  the  ordinary- 
standards  may  be  seriously  overcrowded  from  the  viewpoint 
of  tuberculosis.” 

”  Insufficient  Segregation. 

50.  One  of  the  most  powerful  preventive  measures 
against  the  spread  of  tuberculosis  is  the  segregation  of  the 
person  affected  with  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  particularly 
the  advanced  sputum-positive  case.  Obviously,  in  districts 
in  which  houses  are  small  and  insanitary  and  the  whole 
environment  unsatisfactory,  it  is  especially  important  that 
the  infected  case  should  be  isolated,  preferably  by  removal 
to  a  tuberculosis  hospital,  but  at  least  by  provision  of  separate 
sleeping  accommodation.” 
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'  flousiNG  OF  Tuberculous  Patients. 

180.  It  was  suggested  in  evidence  that,  in  order  to 
facilitate  the  provision  of  proper  housing  accommodation  for 
the  families  of  tuberculous  persons,  special  E.xchequer  grants 
should  be  made  available  where  houses  are  erected  by  a  Local 
Authority  to  rehouse  tuberculous  patients.  In  urban  areas. 
Exchequer  assistance  for  new  building  is  now  limited  to 
slum  clearance  and  overcrowding  and,  where  no  accommoda¬ 
tion  is  available  in  existing  council  houses  for  such  patients, 
the  Council  can  do  nothing  unless  the  patients  are  living  in 
condemned  or  overcrowded  houses.  Even  when  alternative 
accommodation  is  available,  the  Authorities  in  some  instances 
are  unwilling  to  accept  the  risk  of  financial  loss  involved  in 
rehousing  patients  in  existing  council  houses. 

Further  legislation  would  presumably  be  required  to 
give  effect  to  the  suggestion,  but  no  doubt  you  will  give 
full  consideration  to  this  matter.” 

In  March,  1938,  a  question  was  asked  in  the  House  of 
Commons  whether  the  Ministi'y  of  Health  would  consider  making 
provisiori  in  the  new  Housing  Bill  for  a  special  subsidy  to  Local 
.Authorities  for  the  rehousing  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis 
who  were  living  under  housing  conditions  prejudicial  to  their 
health.  The  reply  given  by  the  Minister  of  Health  was  that  under 
the  existing  Housing  Acts  local  authorities  may  provide  houses 
for  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  and  any  houses  so  provided 
obtain  the  benefit  of  existing  subsidies.  In  addition,  the  authorities 
may  grant  rebates  from  rent  in  suitable  cases. 

Following  this,  as  stated  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1937,  the 
Town  Clerk  was  informed  by  the  Minister  of  Health  that  though 
there  was  no  specific  provision  in  the  Housing  Acts  for  the  re¬ 
housing  of  tuberculous  persons,  the  general  powers  under  Sections 
71  and  72  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  were  sufficient  for  that 
purpose. 


reported  to  the  Town  Council  that  he  had 
addressed  the  enquiry  to  the  Minister  in  consequence  of  informa¬ 
tion  which  came  to  light  when  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  was 
making  mvestigation  into  the  measures  being  taken  in  Wales  for 
combatting  tuberculosis. 


rr  shown  the  number  of  houses  in  which  persons 

sulfermg  from  tuberculosis  were  rehoused  in  consequence  of  the 
opinion  received  from  the  Minister  of  Health.  Rehousing  of  families 
h'mi7rW  a  case  of  tuberculosis  was  present  had  formerly  been 
fimited  to  those  that  were  living  under  overcrowded  conditions 


38 


according  to  tlie  prescribed  housing  standards,  or  wlio  had  occupied 
iinfit  houses,  dealt  with  by  way  of  Clearance  Orders  or  as  individual 
houses. 

“  Llanelly  Borough. 

269.  This  thickly  populated  town  suffers  very  seriously 
from  its  confined  area.  The  population  is  about  38,000  and 
the  area  is  only  about  2,000  acres.  The  application  of  the 
borough  for  an  extension  of  boundary  was  refused,  but  we 
think  that,  in  the  interests  of  administration,  the  borough 
ought  to  ask  for  and  receive  a  large  extension,  possibly 
larger  than  that  which  they  themselves  asked  for  on  the 
last  occasion.  The  position,  at  present,  is  that,  in  order  to 
replace  the  older  houses,  the  Council  have  had  to  acquire 
land  for  rebuilding  outside  the  borough.  Thereby  thej^  have 
improved  the  conditions  within  the  borough  and  provided 
good  sanitary  houses  for  the  people  who  are  thus  displaced, 
but  the  people  have  been  compelled  to  go  outside  the  borough 
to  reside,  to  the  advantage  of  the  adjacent  rural  district  and 
an  addition  to  its  rateable  value. 

We  are  satisfied  that  the  Town  Council  are  doing  their 
best  to  remedy  the  conditions,  and  are  very  anxious  to  provide 
proper  housing  accommodation,  but  we  feel  that  they  are 
being  hampered  by  lack  of  area,  and  we  are  convinced  that 
they  would  proceed  even  more  rapidly  with  the  improvements 
which  are  desired  if  they  had  the  full  opportunity  for  carrving 
out  these  improvements.” 

On  page  16  (”  Other  Visits  by  Health  Visitors  ”)  reference  is 
made  to  the  following-up  visits  made  by  the  Health  Visitors  to 
houses  in  which  there  is  a  case  of  Tuberculosis.  In  addition  to 
their  visits  the  Health  Visitors  make  enquiries  into  all  cases 
notified  to  the  Public  Health  Department  and  record  among 
other  matters,  the  number  of  persons  occupying  the  house,  the 
general  sanitary  conditions,  etc.,  and  a  copy  of  this  information 
on  Form  235/1  is  forwarded  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  for  his 
information.  This  information  will  in  future  also  be  supplied  to 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  On  receipt  of  a  notification 
from,  the  Medical  Officer  of  a  sanatorium  or  hospital  that  a 
patient  has  been  discharged  the  Health  Visitor  visits  the  home  of 
the  patient  in  order  to  make  enquiries  as  to  the  state  of  health  of 
the  patient  who  is  then  followed  up  at  regular  intervals  as  the 
case  requires. 

ANTHRAX. 

A  case  of  anthrax  was  notified  in  December  in  the  case  of  a 
dairy  farmer.  He  had  sustained  a  small  wound  of  a  finger  and 
pus  from  this  was  examined  by  the  bacteriologist  of  the  l-leck 
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Laboratory,  Swansea,  who  reported  the  presence  of  the  bacillus 
of  anthrax.  This  was  immediately  reported  to  the  Ministry  of 
.Vgriculture  and  Fisheries  and  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  Steps  were  taken  to  stop  the  distribution  of  milk  from 
this  farm  to  the  public.  Mr.  J.  Campbell  Hill,  M.R.C.V.S.,  an 
Assistant  Divisional  Inspector  for  Carmarthenshire  under  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  was  also  notified  and  he 
paid  a  visit  of  inspection  to  the  farm  for  the  examination  of  the 
cattle.  Shortly  after  this  a  further  specimen  of  the  discharge  from 
the  man’s  finger  was  examined  and  a  guinea  pig  inoculation  was 
carried  out.  This  resulted  in  the  finding  of  a  bacillus  with  the 
same  morphological  characters  as  the  anthrax  bacillus  but  which 
was  not  pathogenic  to  the  guinea  pig.  Samples  of  milk  were  also 
taken  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector  with  the  same  result.  Daily 
inspections  of  the  cattle  by  the  Inspector  failed  to  show  any  signs 
of  illness  among  them.  The  bacteriologist  was  of  opinion  that  this 
pseudo-bacillus  might  be  imported  in  foodstuffs. 

After  ascertaining  that  the  consumption  of  the  milk  by  the 
public  wovild  cause  no  ill  effects  the  farmer  was  informed  that  the 
sale  of  his  milk  could  be  resumed. 

FOOD  POISONING. 

Two  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified.  It  was  suspected 
that  brawn  made  on  premises  outside  the  Borough  was  the  source 
of  infection.  Two  other  persons  who  resided  outside  the  town  and 
who  had  also  consumed  this  food  were  taken  ill.  Information  was 
obtained  that  six  members  of  another  famil}^  resident  in  the 
town  had  eaten  the  same  food  with  no  ill  effects.  All  the  brawn 
had  been  disposed  of  and  it  was  not  possible  to  obtain  a  sample 
for  analysis.  Specimens  of  faeces  from  the  two  local  cases  were 
forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  Laboratory  and  a  report  was 
received  stating  that  nothing  significant  had  been  found  on 
bacteriological  examination. 


MILK. 

The  supervision  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  continues  to  be 
carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  No  evidence  of  want  of 

care  in  the  production  and  handling  of  the  milk  has  come  to 
notice. 

The  descriptions  used  in  relation  to  milk  are  “  Tuberculin 
Tested,  Accredited  ”  and  ”  Pasteurised.” 

Pastei^ised  milk  is  supplied  by  the  Llanelly  &  District 
barmens  Direct  Milk  Supply,  Ltd.  In  1938  the  whole  of  the 
pasteurising  plant  was  renewed  and  the  results  of  the  analyses  of 


milk  samples  are  satisfactory.  The  Llanelly  Co-operative  Society 
Ltd.,  also  retail  pasteurised  milk  the  standard  of  which  is  good. 
A  licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  special  designation 
Pasteurised  ”  has  been  granted  in  each  case. 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  milk  samples  taken  in  the 
course  of  delivery  are  regularly  carried  out,  random  sampling  being 
done.  The  Methylene  Blue  test  is  used  in  ascertaining  the 
bacteriological  purity  of  the  milk  samples.  In  all  cases  the  samples 
are  examined  for  the  presence  of  the  tubercle  bacillus. 

The  bacteriological  examination  of  samples  of  designated 
milks  is  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council  but  it  is  not 
known  how  often  samples  are  taken  on  behalf  of  that  authority 
or  the  results  of  the  examinations. 

The  Gerber  test  is  used  in  the  Laboratory  in  the  Old  Town 
Hall  to  ascertain  the  chemical  constitution  of  milk  samples — 
fat  content,  solids  not  fat,  and  total  solids.  The  result  of  testing 
by  this  process  closely  approximates  to  that  found  on  chemical 
analysis.  In  doubtful  cases  where  the  proportions  of  fat  and  other 
solids  fall  below  the  standard  information  is  sent  to  the  County 
Inspector  responsible  for  action  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
(Aclulteration)  Act,  1928. 

The  results  of  the  milk  analyses,  bacteriological  and  chemical, 
are  sent  to  the  milk  retailers  and  copies  are  forwarded  to  the 
producers  of  the  milk  and  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the 
district  from  which  the  milk  comes.  Copies  are  also  sent  to  the 
Veterinary  Inspector,  Mr.  J.  Campbell  Hill,  M.R.C.V.S.,  for  his 
information. 

In  addition  to  the  samples  taken  in  course  of  delivery  other 
samples  are  examined  on  behalf  of  the  Education  Committee  in 
connection  with  the  milk  supplies  to  the  schools. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS  OF  MILK. 

Seventy-four  samples  were  submitted  for  examination 
during  the  year  including  samples  taken  from  school  supplies 
with  the  following  results  : — 

Twenty-seven  samples  complied  with  the  accredited 
standard  (*Methylene  Blue  test),  the  milk  not  being 
decolourised  within  the  time  limit  of  the  test,  with  ab.sence 
of  the  bacillus  coli.  Three  of  these  samples  were  from  school 
supplies. 
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Thirty-live  samples  did  not  comply  with  the  accredited 
standard,  either  becaitse  they  were  decolourised  within  the 
time  limit  or  because  they  contained  the  bacillus  coli  in 
1  '100  ml.  Six  of  these  samples  were  from  school  supplies. 

Twelve  samples  of  pasteurised  milk,  ten  from  school 
supplies,  were  examined  bacteriologically  and  all  complied 
with  the  prescribed  standard. 

The  plate  count  is  employed  in  the  bacteriological  examination 
of  pasteurised  milk  as  the  Methylene  Blue  test  cannot  be  used  for 
this  description  of  milk. 


*  Methylene  Blue  Test  (Memo.  139/Foods,  Jan.,  1937). 

“  The  Milk  when  tested  in  accordance  with  the  prescribed  method 
must  not  decolourise  methylene  blue  within  4 A  hours  if  the  sample 
is  taken  at  any  time  from  the  1st  May  to  the  31st  October;  or 
within  5^-  hours  if  the  sample  is  taken  from  the  1st  November  to 
the  30th  April.  The  milk  also  must  not  contain  coliform  bacillus  in 
1  TOO  millilitre.” 


CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK, 


Forty-six  samples  were  examined  by  the  Gerber  process  and 
the  following  results  were  obtained 
Milk  fat,  3  per  cent  and  over  ... 

Milk  fat,  under  3  per  cent.  ... 

Milk  solids  other  than  fat,  8.5 
per  cent  and  over 
Milk  solids  other  than  fat, 
below  8.5  per  cent 


43,  equal  to  93.47  per  cent 
3,  equal  to  6.53  per  cent 


MILK  SUPPLY 


35,  equal  to  81.39  per  cent 
11,  equal  to  18.61  per  cent 

-TUBERCULOSIS. 


In  all  cases  when  samples  of  milk  are  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  the  analyst  is  requested  to  ascertain  whether  the 
tubercle  bacillus  is  present  in  the  samples. 

In  1938  three  samples  from  ex-borough  producers  were  found 
to  contain  the  tubercle  bacillus  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  the  Llanelly  Rural  District  Council  reported  that  a  sample 
taken  by  his  instructions  was  infected  with  the  bacillus.  The 
milk  from  this  purveyor  was  also  consumed  in  the  Borough.  The 
following  are  the  details  in  each  case. 

1.  A  sample  of  milk  taken  on  the  17th  February,  1938, 
was  reported  by  the  analyst  on  the  14th  May,  1938  to  tontain 
the  tubercle  bacillus.  'I'liis  information  was  communicated  to 
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the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  same  day  who 
reported  that  the  Divisional  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  Mr.  J.  Campbell  Hill,  M.R.C.V.S., 
carried  out  an  inspection  of  the  herd  on  the  17th  May  when 
evidence  of  tuberculous  disease  was  found  in  one  cow.  This 
animal  was  dealt  with  under  the  Tuberculous  Order,  1938, 
and  slaughtered. 

Three  other  animals  were  found  to  be  suffering  from 
mastitis  and  action  was  taken  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designa¬ 
tions)  Order,  1936.  These  animals  were  isolated  and  one  was 
later  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  and  was 
slaughtered.  The  other  two  were  later  diagnosed  as  free  from 
tuberculosis.  The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  reported 
on  the  11th  November,  1938,  that  a  bulk  sample  of  milk  was 
negative  for  the  tirbercle  bacillus. 

2.  A  sample  of  milk  taken  on  the  27th  July,  1938, 
was  reported  by  the  analyst  on  the  3rd  September  to  contain 
the  tubercle  bacillus.  On  the  same  day  this  was  reported  to 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  later  informed 
me  that  the  Divisional  Inspector  found  after  examination  of 
the  herd  on  the  6th  September,  that  one  cow  was  suffering 
from  tuberculous  mastitis.  This  animal  was  slaughtered  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order, 
1938.  On  the  24th  October,  1938,  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  reported  that  a  bulk  sample  did  not  contain  the 
tubercle  bacillus. 

3.  A  sample  of  milk  taken  on  the  6th  December,  1938, 
was  reported  by  the  analyst  on  the  17th  February,  1939,  to 
contain  the  tubercle  bacillus.  The  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  was  informed  on  the  17th  February,  who  reported 
to  me  next  day  that  the  matter  was  receiving  attention. 
Soon  after  taking  the  sample  on  the  6th  December,  1938, 
one  of  the  cows  of  the  herd  was  sold  and  sent  to  the  Llanelly 
Public  Slaughterhouse.  After  slaughter,  the  Veterinary 
Inspector  found  that  the  carcase  was  extensively  affected 
with  tuberculosis  and  gave  instructions  for  it  to  be  destroyed. 
Examination  of  the  rest  of  the  herd  gave  no  indication  of 
clinical  tuberculosis.  A  sample  of  the  bulk  milk  supply  was 
taken  but  the  result  of  the  bacteriological  examination  is  not 
yet  known. 

4.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Llanelly  Rural 
District  reported  to  me  on  the  24th  August,  1938,  that  a 
sample  taken  by  his  Inspector  on  the  11th  July,  1938,  was 
positive  for  the  tubercle  bacillus.  The  County  Medical  Officer  of 
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Health  reported  that  an  inspection  of  the  lierd  was  made  by 
tlie  Divisional  Inspector  on  the  24th  Jxdy,  when  he  found  that 
one  cow  was  suffering  from  tuberculous  mastitis  and  was 
slaughtered  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Order,  1938.  On  the  19th  October,  1938,  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  reported  that  a  bulk  milk  sample 
from  the  herd  was  negative  for  the  tubercle  bacillus. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  informed  me  on 
the  25th  October,  1938,  that  the  Divisional  Inspector  had 
reported  to  him  that  two  cows  in  farms  in  the  Borough  had 
indurated  udders.  On  the  8th  November,  1938,  the  Inspector 
reported  that  both  cows  had  been  slaughtered  and  that  an 
inspection  of  the  other  animals  of  the  herd  had  not  revealed 
any  clinical  signs  pointing  to  tuberculous. 

As  a  considerable  time — six  to  twelve  weeks — elapses  between 
the  date  of  the  taking  of  a  sample  and  the  report  of  the  bacteriologist 
that  it  has  been  found,  as  the  result  of  the  guinea  pig  test,  to  be 
positive  for  tuberculosis,  the  milk  of  a  cow  will  continue  to  be 
consumed  before  it  is  known  to  be  infected,  and  it  may  even  be 
sold  in  the  meantime. 

When  notifying  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  that  a 
sample  of  milk  has  been  reported  to  contain  the  tubercle  bacillus 
an  enquiry  is  made  whether  any  steps  will  be  taken  by  him  to 
stop  the  supply  of  milk  from  the  affected  farm.  This  procedure 
can  only  be  taken  by  the  County  Council  or  a  County  Borough 
Council.  Even  if  one  cow  in  a  herd  is  suffering  from  tuberculosis 
it  does  not  follow  that  the  others  are  free  from  infection  and 
further  time  must  elapse  before  the  bacteriologist  can  state  that 
samples  from  the  remainder  of  the  herd  are  free  from  the  tubercle 
bacillus.  This  is  a  very  unsatisfactory  position  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  consumer  as  it  may  happen  that  one  or  more  of  the 
cows  may  be  excreting  the  bacilli  although  the  appearance  of 
the  animals  is  consistent  with  their  good  health.  To  safeguard  the 
consumer  I  am  of  opinion  that  no  milk  should  be  sold  from  a 
farm  for  human  consumption  until  it  has  been  ascertained  that 
none  of  the  cows  is  infected  with  tuberculosis,  and  further,  that 
if  fed  to  animals  on  this  farm  or  elsewhere  it  should  first  be  boiled 
to  destroy  possible  infection.  This  procedure  would  no  doubt 
caixse  some  hardship  to  the  producer  of  the  milk  but  it  is  more 
important  to  safeguard  the  health  of  the  public  and  especially 
that  of  young  children  in  whose  diet  milk  is  an  important 
constituent. 

I  he  risk  of  consumption  of  milk  under  suspicion  of  being 
infected  with  tubercle  bacillus  was  pointed  out  to  the  Health  Com- 
jnittee  who  gave  instructions  that  the  matter  be  taken  up  with 
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the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  and  the  County  Council.  The  Clerk 
of  the  County  Coimcil  informed  the  Town  Clerk  that  the  practice 
in  the  County  when  a  sample  of  milk  had  shown  the  presence  of 
tid^ercle  bacilli  was  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  recognised  Veterinary 
Inspector  who  made  an  immediate  examination  of  the  herd. 
Infected  cows  were  either  isolated  or  slaughtered  under  the 
Tuberculosis  Order  and  the  premises  were  sprayed  and  disinfected. 
A  communication  was  received  from  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health 
drawing  attention  to  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  which  comes  into  operation  on  1st  October,  1939,  and  that 
the  Department  could  not,  in  the  circumstances,  at  this  time, 
consider  the  question  of  making  an  Order  under  Section  3  (4)  of 
the  Milk  &  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  directing  the  Town 
Council  to  exercise  and  perform  within  the  Borough  the  duties 
of  the  County  Council  under  Sections  3  and  4  of  that  Act.  It  was 
added  that  the  Department  had  under  consideration  the  general 
question  of  the  sale  of  milk  from  a  farm  or  dairy  when  samples 
have  been  found  tuberculous. 

INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  R.  Evans,  and  an  Assistant 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  J.  E.  Marks,  are  qualified  Meat  Inspectors. 
Visits  are  paid  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  public 
market  on  the  two  chief  market  days,  Thursday  and  Saturday, 
when  all  meat  is  examined.  It  is  seldom  that  any  unsound  meat  is 
found  but,  when  this  occurs,  no  action  has  been  found  necessary 
beyond  asking  the  owner  to  surrender  it  for  destruction. 

The  new  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  of  1938,  will  come  into  operation 
on  the  1st  October,  1939,  in  which  is  incorporated  many  of  the 
powers  and  duties  of  Local  Authorities  that  are  now  to  be  found 
in  a  number  of  existing  Acts. 

Mr.  J.  Campbell  Hill,  M.R.C.V.S.,  was  appointed  an  Assistant 
Divisional  Inspector  under  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  but  he  continues  to  act  as  Veterinary  Inspector  for  the 
Borough  of  Llanelly.  He  is  responsible  for  the  e.xamination  of 
animals  and  carcases  in  the  public  slaughterhouse  and  for  passing 
them  as  fit  for  human  consumption. 

Five  animals  wei'e  slaughtered  during  the  year  undei  the 
Tuberculosis  Order,  1938. 

In  compliance  with  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933, 
sixteen  licences  were  granted  diiring  the  year  to  per.sons  over 
the  age  of  18  permitting  them  to  kill  aninials  in  the  public 
slaiighterhouse, 


The  following  information  has  been  recei\-ed  from  the  Veterinary  Inspector  (M 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
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HOUSING. 

1. ^ — Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  .  . .  825 

(i)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1,582 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  ...  15 1 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  321 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  151 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  190 

2.  —  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without 

service  of  formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  156 

(3) — Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year : — 

(fl)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  Housing 
Act,  1936— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices — 

{a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

{b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

{b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  Notices — 

{a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

{b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 


47 


(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

demolition  orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  23 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 

suance  of  demolition  orders  ...  ...  ...  32 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 
been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  the 

year  .  396 

(ii)  Number  of  families  therein  .  396 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  2,002 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  .  164 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  .  203 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  1,122 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  apin  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  yrH 

Inspections  continue  to  be  made  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
new  cases  of  overcrowding  and  the  table  above  gives  particulars 
of  these. 


Uiu'ing  the  year  the  number  of  houses  surveyed  and  measured 
was  I7o ;  m  addition,  a  review  of  the  conditions  was  made  in  the 
case  of  2,747  houses. 


certificates  issued  giving  the  “permitted 
number  m  each  house  was  3,594  ;  305  on  the  request  of  the 
owners  and  3,28J  without  any  request  having  been  made. 

‘r’f  205  cases  ot  overcrowding 

rvefr  TOP  r  remaned  at  the  end  o( 

the  year  396  families  living  m  overcrowded  conditions. 
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Housing — Enquiry  into  housing  conditions. 

Reference  was  made  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1937  to  the 
visit  in  Februar}^  1938  of  two  Inspectors  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
for  the  purpose  of  enquiring  into  housing  conditions  in  Llanelh^  It 
was  then  pointed  out  to  the  Inspectors  that  there  had  been  some 
hesitation  to  condemn  houses  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  as 
there  had  been  no  prospect  of  rehousing  the  persons  who  would 
be  displaced  and  that  the  policy  of  the  Town  Council  had  been  to 
rehouse  families  from  overcrowded  houses. 

Following  the  visit  of  the  Inspectors  a  number  of  areas  were 
represented  to  the  Town  Council  with  a  view  to  the  making  of 
Clearance  Orders.  These  areas  were  the  following  : — 


Mill  Lane,  Swanfield  Place,  Dark  Gate  and 


Water  Street  area 

42 

houses 

Crescent  Row,  No.  1  area 

17 

j } 

Crescent  Row,  No.  2  area 

4 

f  t 

Marble  Hall  area 

13 

)  f 

Mill  Street  area  ... 

5 

i  y 

Custom  House  Bank  and  Cambrian  Street — 

No.  1  area  ... 

8 

}  y 

do.  do.  No.  2  area  ... 

33 

y  y 

The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  Clearance  Areas  was  122. 


In  the  case  of  the  Marble  Hall  Clearance  Area  no  objections 
were  received  to  the  making  of  Clearance  Orders.'  The  properties 
included  in  this  area  were  inspected  on  the  30th  August,  1938, 
by  Mr.  J.  S.  Todd,  an  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the 
Clearance  Order  was  confirmed  by  the  Minister  in  November, 
1938. 

Seventy-four  objections  were  received  from  or  on  behalf  of 
the  owners  of  properties  in  the  other  six  clearance  areas.  No 
objections  were  received  from  the  owners  of  the  remaining 
properties  in  these  areas. 

A  public  enquiry  to  hear  objections  was  conducted  by  !Mr. 
Fitch  Jones,  an  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  on  the  20th 
and  21st  December,  1938,  and  he  afterwards  visited  all  the  premises 
comprised  in  the  Clearance  Areas. 

Confirmation  by  the  Minister  of  Health  of  the  Clearance 
Orders  was  received  in  April,  1939. 

Other  proposed  clearance  areas. 

During  1939  other  areas  will  be  represented  to  the  Town 
Council  with  a  view  to  the  making  of  Clearance  Oiders. 


Individual  unfit  houses. 


During  the  year  the  following  work  was  carried  out  : — 

Ten  houses  w£re  represented  in  1938  under  Sections  11  and 
12  of  the  Housing  ^ct,  1936,  as  being  unlit  for  human  habitation. 

Twenty-three  Demolition  Orders  were  made. 

Thirty-two  dwelling  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year 
as  a  result  of  formal  procedure  under  Section  1 1  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936,  and  34  families,  comprising  159  persons  were  displaced. 
In  five  instances  undertakings  to  repair  had  been  accepted  by  the 
Town  Council  in  1935  but  had  not  been  carried  out  and  following 
the  making  of  Demolition  Orders  in  1938  the  houses  were  vacated 
and  demolished. 

Two  dwelling  houses  represented  by  me  in  1934  as  unfit  for 
human  habitation  were  also  demolished  in  1938  following  their 
purchase  by  the  Town  Coujicil  and  two  families  comprising  12 
persons  were  displaced. 

Two  dwelling  houses  were  demolished  as  the  result  of  informal 
notices  preliminary  to  formal  procedure  under  Section  1 1 ,  and  two 
families  with  eight  persons  concerned  were  displaced. 

In  one  instance  an  undertaking  accepted  by  the  Town  Council 
in  1937  to  repair  an  unfit  dwelling  house  was  not  carried  out  and 
in  March,  1938  a  Demolition  Order  was  served  upon  the  owner 
concerned.  An  appeal  was  made  and  allowed  b}/  the  County 
Court  judge,  provided  that  the  undertaking  to  execute  the 
repairs  was  carried  out  in  a  specified  time.  The  family  occupying 
this  house,  comprising  three  persons,  was  displaced  to  allow  of 
the  repairs  being  done. 

In  another  instance  where  an  undertaking  to  repair  an 
unfit  dwelling  house  was  accepted  by  the  Town  Council  in  1937 
and  was  not  carried  out,  a  Demolition  Order  was  made  in  1938 
and  the  house  was  vacated — one  family  comprising  three  persons 
being  displaced.  This  house  will  be  demolished  in  the  near  future. 

One  Closing  Order  was  made  in  1938  and  one  family  com¬ 
prising  six  persons  was  displaced. 

Closing  Orders  made  in  the  latter  part  of 
1936,  the  premrses  were  vacated  early  in  1938  and  two  families 
comprising  eight  persons  were  displaced. 
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piree  iindertakings  were  accepted  from  owners  to  close 
premises  and  to  discontinue  their  use  for  human  habitation. 
The  undertakings  were  carried  out,  one  of  the  premises  being  vacant 
on  representation.  Two  families  comprising  eleven  persons  were 
displaced  from  the  premises  which  were  occupied. 

Two  dwelling  houses  were  made  fit  as  the  result  of  formal 
Housing  Act  notices  and  two  others  were  made  fit  as  a  result  of 
informal  notices. 

Obligations  of  lessors  of  small  houses. 

Section  2  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  provides  that  in  any 
contract  for  letting  for  human  habitation  a  house  at  a  rent  not 
exceeding  in  any  district  (other  than  London)  £26,  there  shall, 
notwithstanding  any  stipulation  to  the  contrary,  be  implied  a 
condition  that  the  house  is  at  the  commencement  of  the  tenancy, 
and  an  undertaking  that  the  house  will  be  kept  by  the  landlord 
during  the  tenancy,  in  all  respect^  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation. 

This  section  applies  to  all  houses  other  than  those  let  for  a 
term  of  not  less  than  three  years. 

Although  the  provisions  of  this  section  should  be  known  to 
every  landlord  it  is  highly  improbable  that  a  prospective  tenant 
will  have  any  knowledge  of  the  protection  that  he  should  have 
under  this  section.  There  is  no  excuse  for  a  landlord  to  evade  his 
responsibility  but  to  judge  from  what  occurs  almost  daily  he 
ignores  too  often  his  duties  and  houses  are  let  that  are  far  from 
being  in  a  state  fit  for  human  habitation.  There  is  no  power 
given  to  Local  Authorities  to  enforce  Section  2. 

Housing:  Sub-letting. 

Many  applications  for  houses  are  received  from  families 
living  in  two  or  three  rooms  which  have  been  sublet  to  them, 
usually  at  rents  in  excess  of  what  they  would  be  required  to  pay 
for  a  Council  house.  The  conditions  under  which  they  live,  often 
with  several  young  children,  are  very  unsatisfactory  and  the  fact 
that  such  children  form  part  of  the  family  leads  in  most  instances 
to  difficulties  with  the  tenant  of  the  house.  When  there  is  over¬ 
crowding  of  the  rooms  occupied  by  the  sub-tenant  rehousing  can 
be  effected  in  the  course  of  time  but  very  often  the  number  of 
occupants  is  such  that  there  is  no  breach  of  the  standard  of 
overcrowding  although  the  accommodation  is  entirely  unsuitable. 
This  real  overcrowding  will  only  be  remedied  when  the  standards 
now  prescribed  under  the  Housing  Act  to  ascertain  this  are 
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amended.  It  is  impossible  to  make  an  applicant  understand  that 
he  is  not  living  under  overcrowded  conditions  and  that  he  must 
make  use,  for  sleeping  purposes,  of  every  room  whether  bedroom 
or  living  room,  irrespective  of  whether  this  is  possible  or  not. 

Houses-let-in-lodgings. 

.Action  will  be  taken  in  1939  in  regard  to  houses  of  this 
description.  Two  or  more  rooms  are  let  to  individual  tenants  at 
rents  which  are  often  e.xorbitant  when  one  considers  the  kind 
of  accommodation  let  to  them.  The  general  amenities  are  unsatis¬ 
factory  and  no  proper  provision  is  made  to  comply  with  Section 
6  of  the  Housing  Act,  of  1936.  Among  the  requirements  that  may 
be  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority’s  byelaws  are  the  following 
adequate  and  readily  accessible  closet  accommodation  ;  water 
supply  and  washing  accommodation  ;  accommodation  for  the 
storage,  preparation  and  cooking  of  food  ;  repair  and  adequate 
lighting  of  any  common  staircase  in  such  houses  ;  cleansing  and 
redecoration  of  premises  at  stated  times  ;  the  paving  of  courts 
and  courtyards  ;  the  provision  of  handrails  ;  adequate  lighting 
of  every  room. 

In  most  cases  these  requirements  have  not  been  adequately 
provided  and  it  might  be  necessary  to  carry  out  a  considerable 
amount  of  reconstruction.  If  the  provisions  of  the  byelaws  are 
not  carried  out  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Local  Authority  they  may 
prohibit  the  letting  of  the  premises  for  occupation  by  members 
of  more  than  one  family. 


Provision  of  Houses. — The  Borough  Surveyor  has  furnished 
the  following  particulars  regarding  house  construction  for  the 
year  1938  : — 


Year 

Houses  erected 

Houses  erected  bv 

Total  Number 

by  the 

private  enterprise 

of  houses 

Corporation 

without  assistance 

erected 

1938 

296 

36 

332 

Council  have  erected  since  1919  (plus  50  houses  in 
1910),  1,192  houses  in  the  Borough. 


Housing  of  Tuberculous  Persons. 

■  ^  tuberculous  ca.se  in  each  were  re-housed 

m  9d8.  hive  families  were  definitely  overcrowded  according  to 
le  standard  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ;  five  families  were  removed 
irom  bouses  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  two  families  were 
re  loused  on  account  of  lack  of  separate  bedroom  accommodation 
lor  a  person  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 
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SCAVENGING. 

The  following  figures  supplied  by  the  Borough  Surveyor  show 
the  amount  of  refuse  collected  in  1938  (estimated)  : — 

Tons 

Highway  refuse  (including  that  from  street  gullies)  ...  1 ,040 

Market  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  207 

House  and  Trade  refuse  .  ...  14,344 


Total  ...  ...  ...  15,591 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  River  Lliedi  passes  through  the  town,  but  there  is  no 
pollution  within  the  borough  boundaries  apart  from  the  throwing 
of  rubbish  into  the  bed  of  the  river.  This  is  guarded  against  as 
well  as  possible. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

There  were  no  extensions  of  sewers  carried  out  in  the  Borough 
during  1938. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  pails  collected  by  the 
Corporation  ...  ...  ...  •••  ••• 

Number  of  houses  with  pails,  the  contents  of  which 

occupiers  dispose  of  themselves  ...  ...  ...  17 

Number  of  houses  with  private  cesspools  .  44 

176 


This  shows  a  reduction  of  108  from  the  total  for  1937.  Out 
of  this  figure  73  have  been  converted  to  the  water  carriage  system 
and  35  have  disappeared  under  Demolition  Orders. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  average  daily  consumption  of  filtered  water  for  domestic 
purposes  for  the  year  was  33.56  gallons  per  head  per  day  and 
for  trade  purposes  44.58  gallons  pei  head  per  day. 

There  are  two  main  sources  of  supply  (1)  the  Lliedi  watershed, 
and  (2)  the  Gwendraeth  Each  watershed.  In  the  former  the 
water  is  stored  in  (a)  the  Cwmlliedi  reservoir,  having  a  capacity  of 
220  million  gallons  and  (b)  the  Upper  Lliedi  reservoir,  having  a 
capacity  of  200  million  gallons. 
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Tlie  Cwmlliedi  reservoir  together  with  a  small  supply  from 
the  Trebeddod  reservoir  is  utilised  solely  for  trade  purposes  ;  while 
the  water  from  the  Upper  Lliedi  reservoir  is  subjected  to  slow  sand 
filtration  before  distribution  for  domestic  purposes. 

In  the  case  of  the  Gwendraeth  Fach  supply,  water  is  taken 
from  the  Gwendraeth  Fach  river  at  the  Old  Forge,  Kidwelly,  and 
gravitated  to  the  pumping  station  at  the  site  of  the  Munition 
Works,  Pembrey,  from  which  it  is  pumped  into  the  Lliedi  reservoirs. 


During  1938  the  quantity  of  water  pumped  was  117,875,000 
gallons. 


WATER  ANALYSIS. 


'  During  1938  samples  of  water  were  submitted  monthly  for 
examination — chemical  and  bacteriological — by  Clarence  A. 
Seyler,  Esq.,  D.Sc.,  F.I.C.,  Swansea. 

Samples  taken  on  the  13th  December,  1938,  showed  the 
following  results  : — 


No.  1. 

No.  2. 

No.  3. 

Solids  in  solution  ... 

10-00 

14-00 

20-24 

Chlorine  as  chlorides 

1-90 

2-00 

2-00 

Equivalent  to  sodium  chloride  ... 

3-14 

3-30 

3-30 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 

0-088 

0-041 

0-058 

Oxygen  in  solution ... 

1-02 

1-03 

1-05 

Free  carbonic  acid  ... 

0-44 

0-39 

0-66 

Combined  carbonic  acid  ... 

0-99 

0-83 

4-51 

Equivalent  to  temporary  hardness 

2-25 

1-88 

10-25 

Saline  ammonia 

trace 

0-001 

0-009 

Albuminoid  ammonia 

0-001 

0-010 

trace 

Oxygen  required  (moist  combustion) 

0-54 

0-60 

0-50 

The  above  results  are  expressed  in  parts  per  100,000.  To 
get  grains  per  gallon,  multiply  by  7/lOths. 

These  waters  were  yellowish  in  colour.  The  unfiltered  water 
(No.  2)  was  turbid  and  the  total  solids  unusually  high.  The  filtered 
water  (No.  1)  was  clear  and  its  organic  purity  better  than  that  of 
No.  2. 

1  he  Gwendraeth  water  was  clear  but  its  organic  purity  was 
not  good.  It  was  rather  hard  due  entirely  to  temporary  hardness, 
ihc  filtered  water  had  some  action  on  lead  (0.1  parts  per  100,000 
m  a  24  hours  laboratory  test)  but  the  lead  was  removed  by 
Jiltration  and  no  lead  was  present  in  the  sample  as  received. 


54 


Bacteriological  Examinations. 

The  presence  or  absence  of  organisms  of  the  coli  group  in  15 
tests,  i.e.,  5  each  of  10,  1  and  1/IOth  cubic  centimetres  of  water  is 
expressed  in  the  following  table  by  the  sign  -|-  or  — 

No.  1.  (Filtered  Water.  Andrew  Street). 

10  c.c.  1  c.c.  1/lOth  c.c. 


Probable  number  of  coli  per  100  c.c.=Nil. 
This  result  is  excellent. 


No.  2.  (Unfiltered  water — Marshfield  Square.). 

10  c.c.  1  c.c.  1/lOth  c.c. 

+  -h  T 

+  -|-  -|- 

+  d-  — 

-|_  —  — 

Probable  number  of  coli  per  100  c.c.=140. 

This  water  contained  140  presumptive  coli  organisms  per  100 
cubic  centimetres  of  water  all  of  which  were  of  the  faecal  type  1 . 


No.  3.  (Gwendraeth  Intake) 


10  c.c. 

1  c.c. 

1/lOth  c.c. 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

iber  of  coli  per  100 

c.c. =180. 

The  water  contained  180  presumptive  coli  organisms  per  100 
cubic  centimetres  of  water  all  of  which  were  of  the  faecal  t\T)e  1. 


Opinion. — The  bacterial  condition  of  the  filtered  water  (No.  1)  is 
excellent  but  that  of  No.  2  (unfiltercd)  and  the  Gwendraeth  Intake 
is  bad. 
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Safeguarding  of  water  supplies. 

Mention  of  this  was  made  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1937. 
A  great  deal  of  consideration  was  given  to  the  proposal  that  the 
drinking  water  supply,  after  being  subjected  to  sand  filtration, 
should  be  chlorinated  as  an  additional  safeguard  to  the  public 
consumer.  The  Town  Council  after  consideration  of  the  recom¬ 
mendations  of  the  Waterworks  Committee  decided  to  instal  the 
type  of  apparatus  of  Messrs.  Wallace  and  Tiernan.  The  question 
of  the  chlorination  of  the  water  used  for  trade  purposes  was 
deferred  for  future  consideration.  As  this  water  may  be  drunk 
by  employees  in  the  various  works  chlorination  was  advised  as  a 
precaution  against  possible  infection. 

The  whole  of  the  men  employed  by  the  Town  Council  in  their 
water  undertaking  have  been  ascertained  by  bacteriological  tests 
to  be  free  from  the  infection  of  enteric  fever  and  allied  diseases. 
.\11  new  workmen  are  required  to  pass  a  similar  test  before  being 
employed  in  connection  with  the  town’s  water  supply. 

Gathering  ground  of  water  supplies. 

As  the  result  of  the  inspections  of  the  Lliedi  and  Gwendraeth 
Fach  gathering  grounds  clear  evidence  was  obtained  of  gross 
contamination  of  the  water  from  the  latter  source.  A  lesser  degree 
of  contamination  was  found  from  the  Lliedi  gathering  ground. 
The  Gwendraeth  gathering  ground  contains  a  large  number  of 
farms  most  of  which  drain  directly  into  the  Gwendraeth  river. 
.\nalyses  of  this  supply  always  show  very  great  contamination 
by  faecal  organisms  although  admixture  of  this  water  with  that 
of  the  Lliedi  gathering  ground  is  free  from  organisms  of  the  Coli 
group  after  sand  filtration.  So  long  as  this  process  works  efficiently 
the  risk  of  the  presence  of  pathogenic  organisms  in  the  drinking 
supply  must  be  negligible. 

Lead  in  water. 

Periodical  analyses  of  the  town’s  water  supply  have  shewn 
that,  although  the  water  has  a  lead  solvent  action  when  subjected 
to  very  stringent  tests,  lead  was  only  found  present  in  the  samples 
of  water  as  received  by  the  analyst  on  one  occasion  (0.02  parts 
■per  100,000). 

The  samples  are  taken  from  three  points — from  a  private 
house,  from  Marshfield  Square  and  from  the  Gwendraeth  intake. 

No  concern  need,  therefore,  be  felt  by  the  Town  Council  in 
regard  to  the  supply  of  water  to  the  public, 


56 


RAINFALL. 


The  monthly  rainfall  for  1938  as  compared  with  the  monthlj^ 
rainfall  for  1937  was  as  follows  : — 


Month 

1938 

Rainfall 

(inches) 

1938 

Days  rain 
fell 

1937 

Rainfall 

(inches) 

1937 

Days  rain 
fell 

January  ... 

7.19 

24 

6.62 

26 

February  ... 

2.34 

13 

9.16 

25 

March 

1.94 

11 

3.17 

20 

April 

.16 

5 

3.41 

19 

May 

3.79 

18 

2.43 

14 

June  . 

4.15 

16 

1.64 

16 

July  . 

5.25 

23 

3.72 

22 

August 

4.38 

18 

2.03 

9 

September 

2.06 

15 

3.90 

18 

October 

8.28 

23 

4.22 

12 

November 

8.34 

25 

2.13 

11 

December 

4.54 

19 

4.55 

19 

Total 

52.42 

210 

46.98 

211 

The  average  rainfall  for  the  past  58  years  at  the  Cwmlliedi 
reservoir  is  50-82  inches. 

One  inch  of  rain  and  over  in  24  hours  fell  on  three  occasions. 
The  highest  fall  occurred  on  October  13th,  when  1-99  inches  were 
recorded. 

Of  the  total  rainfall  about  32%  fell  during  the  months  of 
October  and  November. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

The  provision  of  a  public  swimming  bath  has  been  under 
consideration  by  the  Town  Council. 

SHOPS. 

It  has  not  been  possible  for  the  Health  Department  to  carry 
out  the  required  inspections,  owing  to  the  services  of  one  of  the 
Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors  being  required  in  connection  with 
work  done  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  etc. 

PSITTACOSIS. 

No  notices  were  served  in  pursuance  of  the  Parrots 
(Prohibition  of  Import)  Regulations,  1930, 
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ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUCzS. 

Particulars  of  action  taken  for  the  eradication  of  lied  bugs  : — 


1.  (1)  No.  of  houses  found  to  be  infested  : 

(a)  Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  6 

(b)  Other  houses  ...  ...  ...  5 

(2)  No.  of  houses  disinfested  : 

(a)  Council  houses  ...  ...  ...  6 

(b)  Other  houses  ...  ...  ...  5 


2.  The  method  employed  for  freeing  infested  houses  from 

bed  bugs  is  the  stripping  of  infected  woodwork  such  as 
picture  rails,  skirting  boards  and  architraves,  which  are 
afterwards  burned.  A  blow-lamp  is  then  applied  to  all  crev¬ 
ices,  cracks, etc.,  following  which  the  premises  are  subjected 
to  fumigation  by  sulphur.  After  a  few  weeks  have  elapsed 
cement  skirtings  are  provided,  the  crevices  left  after 
removing  the  picture  rails  are  filled  in,  and  new  wooden 
architraves  are  treated  with  creosote  before  being  fixed. 

This  work  is  onl}^  done  by  the  Town  Council  in  the  case 
of  properties  owned  by  them,  but  the  advice  and  co¬ 
operation  of  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
is  given  to  private  owners  of  properties. 

3.  No  measures  were  employed  during  the  year  for  ensuring 

that  the  belongings  of  tenants  were  free  from  vermin 
before  removal  to  Council  houses  but  early  in  1939  an 
Agreement  was  made  between  the  Town  Council  and  the 
.Associated  Fumigators  Ltd.,  for  the  disinfestation  of 
furniture,  etc.,  by  the  use  of  Hydrogen  Cyanide  gas  before 
rehousing  families  in  Council  houses. 

In  1936,  the  furniture  and  effects  of  122  families 
rehoused  by  the  Town  Council  were  fumigated  by  Hydro¬ 
gen  Cyanide  gas,  and  in  addition,  five  houses  with  the 
contained  furniture  and  two  vacant  houses,  owned  by 
the  Town  Council  were  fumigated  with  the  gas. 

CAMPING  SITES. 

There  are  no  Camping  Sites  in  the  Borough. 

SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  SCHOOLS. 

The  programme  of  work  carried  out  during  1938  was  : — 

Maintenance  and  Replacement. 

Bigyn  Boys’  School  ...  Plantations  (weeding,  cleaning,  etc.)  ; 

Pointing  boundary  Walls. 

Bigyn  Girls  School  ...  Plantations  (weeding,  etc.)  ; 

Pointing  boundary  walls, 
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l^igyn  Infants’  School  ...  Concrete  slab  paving  at  main  entrance  ; 

asphalting  j^ard  (patching)  ;  externa! 
painting. 

C  o  p  p  e  r  w  0  r  k  s  Girls’ 

School  ...  ...  Internal  painting  and  colouring. 

Copper  works  Infants’ 

School  ...  ...  Colouring  dadoes— classrooms,  (No.  2 

and  3  babies’  rooms)  ;  colouring  and 
painting  cloak  room. 

Lakefield  Infants’  School  Plantations  (weeding,  etc.)  ;  asphalting 

j^ard  (patching)  ;  painting  and 
colouring  four  class  rooms ;  re¬ 
plastering  cone  in  ceilings  of  two 
class  rooms  ;  repairs  to  wood  block 
floor  in  babies’  room  ;  fixing  six 
hopper  windows  for  improved  ven¬ 
tilation. 


Market  Street  Girls’ 

School  ...  ...  Re-flooring  lobby  (main  entrance)  ; 

replastering  and  painting  walls  of 
cloak  room  and  fixing  new  hat  and 
coat  hooks. 

Morfa  Girls’  and  Idoys’ 

School  ...  ...  Plantations  and  lawns;  repairs  to 

doors  (Girls’  school). 

Old  Road  Boys’  School  External  painting  ;  plantations  (weed¬ 
ing,  etc.)  ;  repairs  sills  and  frames  of 
windows  (wet  rot)  ;  asphalting  area 
at  rear  of  main  building  ;  internal 
painting  and  colouring  ;  renewing 
six  grates. 

Old  Road  Infants’ School  External  painting;  new  double  door 

and  frame  ;  renewing  four  grates  ; 
.  internal  painting  and  colouring. 

Park  Street  Boys’  School  Plantation  (weeding,  etc.)  ;  paving 

plantation  pavings. 

Stebonheath  Infants’ 

School  .  Plantation  (weeding,  etc.)  ;  external 

painting ;  pointing  walls,  main 
building. 

Church  of  England 

Infants’  School  ...  Painting  and  colouring  babies’ room. 


Roman  Catholic  School  Internal  painting  and  colouring. 


Coleshill  Central  Boys’ 

School  ,..  ...  Painting  lavatory  walls  (internal). 


Coleshill  Central  Girls’ 
School 

Stebonheath  Central 
Boys’  School 


Stebonheath  Central 
Girls’  School 

Lakefield  Central  School 
Prospect  Place  School  ... 


Painting  walls  (staircase). 

External  painting  ;  plantations  (weed¬ 
ing,  etc.)  ;  pointing  main  building  ; 
resetting  front  boundary  railings. 

External  painting  ;  pointing  main 
building. 

Asphalting  yard  (patching). 

Infants’  room — internal  painting  and 
colouring  ;  domestic  subjects  rooms 
— painting,  colouring  and  plastering 
part  walls  (two  rooms)  ;  repairs, 
roof  and  flashings  of  chimney  stack. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Complaints  were  received  from  residents  of  Sandy  district 
of  a  nuisance  from  smoke  and  fumes  emanating  from  the  Sandy 
Gate  works  of  Messrs.  The  South  Wales  Red  Oxide  &  Colour  Co 
Ltd. 


Investigations  were  made  and  the  following  improvements 
were  carried  out  — 


1.  The  chimney  stack  was  rebuilt  and  the  height  increased 
by  35  feet. 

2.  The  three  kilns  were  rebuilt. 

3.  A  scrubber  ”  was  erected  to  purify  the  fumes. 

d.  The  works  were  also  visited  by  the  Home  Office  alkali 
Inspector. 


making  the  last  inspection  the  Company  has  dis¬ 
continued  work  at  these  premises. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  (1931—1938). 
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Report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
for  the  Year  1938. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough 

of  Llanelly. 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  on  the  work  carried 
out  during  the  year. 

Details  of  the  work  accomplished  are  appended  in  tabular 
form  and  separate  records  are  submitted  showing  the  work  done 
under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts. 


HOUSING  ACTS. 

NOTICES. 

No.  of  Section  9,  Housing  Act,  1936,  preliminary  notices 

served  ...  ...  ...  ...  __  2 

No.  of  Section  9,  Housing  Act,  1936,  preliminary  notices 

complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  __  2 

No.  of  Section  9,  Housing  Act,  1936,  statutory  notices  served  — 
No.  of  Section  9,  Housing  Act,  1936  statutory  notices  com¬ 
plied  with  ...  ...  ...  __  2 

INSPECTIONS. 


Initial  dwelling-house  inspections 
Subsequent  visits  to  dwelling-houses 


...  151 

...  170 


REPAIRS  EXECUTED. 


Houses 


Walls  repaired 
Outside  walls  rendered 
Floors  repaired 
Floors  renewed 
Roofs  repaired 
Raintroughs  renewed  or  repaired 
Downpipes  renewed  or  repaired 
Chimneys  repaired 
Ceilings  repaired 
Wall  plaster  repaired  ... 

Doors  and  frames  repaired 
Window  sashes  or  frames  repaired 
Windows  renewed 
Yard-paving  relaid  or  repaired  .. 


Preliminary  Statutory  Total 


1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

3 

2 


2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 


5 

1 

3 
1 

4 

5 
3 
2 

3 

4 
1 
1 
1 
3 
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Preliminary  Statutory  'total 


Drainage — 

Drains  repaired  .  ^ 

Drains  cleansed  ...  ...  •••  •••  2 

Inspection  chambers  provided  or  repaired  1 


W.C.’s— 

New  pans  and  traps  fixed  ...  ••• 

Flushing  cisterns  and  pipes 

repaired  or  renewed  •••  ••• 

Water  supply  provided  for  flushing  ... 

Other  repairs  executed  or  nuisances  abated  — 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 
NOTICES  SERVED,  ETC. 

Number  of  preliminary  notkes  served  ... 
Number  of  preliminary  notices  complied  with 
Number  of  Statutory  notices  served 
Number  of  Statutory  notices  complied  with 
Number  of  letters  sent 
Number  of  complaints  received 
Owners  and  other  persons  interviewed 


2 

2 

1 


1  ...  1 

1  ...  1 
1  ...  1 

2  ...  2 


419 

352 

25 

23 

142 

281 

695 


DETAILS  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

Houses  inspected  for  nuisances  ... 

Houses  inspected  for  infectious  diseases  ... 

Houses  re-inspected  ... 

Factories 
Laundries 
Dairies 
Cow-sheds 
Milk-shops  ... 

Milk  purveyors 
Ice-cream  premises 
Bake-houses  ... 

Food  preparing  premises 
Slaughterhouse 
Butchers’  shops 
Meat  stalls  ... 

Provision  stores 
Fishmongers... 

Greengrocers’  shops 
Vehicles 

Restaurants  and  kitchens 


498 

176 

587 

77 

3 

73 

33 

7 

332 
23 
33 
17 
21 

2,303 

1,635 

35 

333 
1,456 

172 

4 
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Chip  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Inns  and  clubs  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  ...  ...  ...  13 

Common  lodging  houses  ...  ...  ...  21 

Houses-let -in-lodgings  ...  ...  ...  25 

Amusement  places  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Offensive  trades  — 

Marine  store  dealers ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Marine  store  hawkers  ...  ...  ...  8 

Gutscrapers  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Fellmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Fishfriers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Rat  infestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  151 

Sewers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Water  courses  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Back-lanes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Stables  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Swine  and  other  animals  ...  ...  ...  10 

Smoke  and  grit  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  00 

Water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Public  conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Tips  ...  ...  ...  7 

Miscellaneous  ...  ..  ^,Qo 


NUISANCES  ABATED. 


Houses — 


Walls  repaired 
Outside  walls  rendered 
Floors  renewed  or  repaired 
Roofs  renewed  or  repaired 
Raintroughs  and  downpipes  renewed  or 
re])aired 

Chimneys  repaired 
Ceilings  repaired 
Wall  plaster  repaired  ... 

Boors  and  frames  repaired 
Window  sashes  and  frames  repaired 
Window  cords  renewed 
Windows  renewed 
Stairs  repaired 
Skirtings  repaired 


Preliminary  Statutory  Total 

...  7  ...  —  ...  7 

...  21  1  ...  22 
...  16  ...  6  ...  22 

...  61  ...  7  ...  68 

...  53  ...  5  ...  58 

•  ••  3  ...  —  ...  3 

6  ...  3  ...  9 

•  ••  40  ...  3  ...  43 

•  ••  20  ...  1  ...  21 

•  ••  23  ...  2  ...  25 

•  ••  41  ...  10  ...  51 

•••  2  ...  1  ...  3 

•••  2  ...  -  ...  2 

17  ..,  2  ,,,  19 
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Cupboards  repaired 

1  ... 

— 

1 

Grates  or  ovens  repaired  or  renewed 

9  ... 

— 

...  9 

Wails  or  ceilings  cleansed,  papered  or 
limewashed 

10  ... 

...  10 

Oljstructive  outbuildings  demolished 

1  ... 

1 

Yard  paving  relaid  or  repaired  ... 

17  ... 

— 

...  17 

Nuisances  from  animals  abated 

3  ... 

_ 

...  3 

Accumulations  removed 

22  ... 

— 

...  22 

Ashbins  or  other  receptacles  provided 

1  ... 

— 

1 

Not  classified  repairs  or  nuisances  abated 

45  ... 

4 

...  49 

Drainage — 

Drains  tested 

56  ... 

_ 

56 

New  drains  constructed 

2  ... 

— 

2 

Drains  repaired 

21  ... 

— 

21 

Drains  cleansed 

49  ... 

9 

...  58 

Disconnection  chambers  provided  or  re¬ 
paired 

2  ... 

— — 

...  2 

Inspection  chambers  provided  or  repaired 

2 

— 

2 

Gulleys  fixed 

3  ... 

— 

...  3 

Sinks  provided 

1  ... 

— 

1 

Sinks  trapped,  or  waste  pipes  repaired  ... 

1  ... 

-- 

1 

Bath  waste  trapped  or  waste  pipes  repaired 

- ... 

1 

I 

W.C.’s— 

Re-constructed 

1  ... 

— 

.  , 

Additional  W.C.’s  provided 

1  ... 

— 

1 

New  pans  and  traps  fixed 

8  ... 

— 

...  8 

Cleansed 

8  ... 

— 

8 

Flushing  cisterns  and  pipes  repaired  or 
renewed  ... 

29  ... 

1 

...  30 

Water  suppW  provided  for  flushing 

2  ... 

— 

2 

Other  repairs  executed  or  nuisances  abated 

33  ... 

3 

36 

Urinals — 

Other  repairs  or  nuisances  abated 

1  ... 

— 

1 

Cesspools — 

Constructed  ... 

1  ... 

— 

1 

Other  repairs  or  nuisances  abated 

1  ... 

■ 

1 

Pail  Closets — 

Abolished 

1  ... 

— 

1 

71 


Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds — 

Nuisances  abated  or  improvement 

effected  ...  •••  •••  •••  3  ... 

Miscellaneous  repairs  or  nuisances  abated  26  ... 

Rent  Restriction  Act — 

Applications  received  ...  ...  .  •  •  —  •  •  • 

Certificates  granted  ...  ...  .••  -  ••• 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

Borough — 


Cowkeepers  : 

Wholesale  and  retail  purveyors  ...  5 

Retail  purveyors  only  ...  ...  ...  6 

Purveyors : 

Wholesale  and  retail  ...  ...  ...  4 

Retail  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Ex-Borough — 

Purveyors : 

Wholesale  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Wholesale  and  retail  ...  ...  ...  22 

Retail  only  ...  ...  ...  44 


73  inspections  were  made  of  dairies  in  the  Town. 

Two  dairies  were  constructed  during  the  year,  and  one  of  the 
existing  cowsheds  improved. 

33  visits  to  cowsheds  and  7  visits  to  milkshops  were  made  ; 
1 72  vehicles  were  inspected. 

The  following  work  has  been  executed  ; — 

Limewashing  carried  out  ...  ...  123 

Ventilation  improved  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  repairs  effected  or  nuisances  abated  ...  3 

ICE  CREAM  PREMISES. 

23  inspections  of  ice  cream  premises  were  made  during  the 
year. 


3 

26 

9 

5 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 


Address 

Keeper 

Deputy 

Keeper 

No.  of 
rooms 

No.  of 
beds 

31  Mill  Lane . 

Mr.  Dd.  Jones 

Mr.  Dd.  Jones 

(Junior) 

6 

68 

13  and  14  Church  St.  ... 

Mrs.  A.  Egan 

10 

20 

10  Island  Place 

Miss  E.  Keenan  ... 

Mr.  Wm.  Davies 

6 

34 

2  Park  Terrace 

Mrs.  O’Donoghue... 

Mrs.  E.  Davies... 

9 

23 

28  Water  Street 

Mr.  B.  Price 

Mrs.  S.  J.  Price... 

4 

10 

These  houses  were  kept  under  periodical  supervision,  and  no 
serious  contravention  of  the  bye-laws  was  found.  The  following 


work  was  executed  : — 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  21 

Limewashing  or  cleansing  carried  out  ...  10 

Bedding  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Bedsteads  cleansed  or  repaired  ...  ...  23 

Other  repairs  or  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  8 

HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

Number  of  houses  ...  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  visits  made  ...  ...  ...  25 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

The  following  quantities  of  food  have  been  condemned  and 
destroyed  during  the  year,  exclusive  of  condemnations  made  bv 
the  Veterinary  Inspector  ; — - 
50  lbs.  beef  (unsound). 

31  lbs.  veal  (decomposed). 

4  beasts’  lungs  (diseased). 

1  beast’s  head  (diseased). 

10  tins  milk  (blown  and  damaged). 

95  tins  fruit  (blown  and  damaged). 

6  doz.  sausage  rolls  (decomposed). 

26  tins  meat  (blown  and  damaged). 

1\  stones  haddock  (decomposed). 

94  rabbits  (decomposed). 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  following  classes  of  business  are  established  in  the  borough: — 
1  gutscraper. 

1  fell  monger 

2  marine  store  dealers 
44  fishfriers 

Periodica]  inspections  were  made  of  all  these  premises. 
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MATTERS  REPORTED  TO  THE  BOROUGH  SURVEYOR. 

The  following  matters  were  reported  to  the  Borough  Surveyor’s 
Department  : — 

Drains,  and  sewers  ...  ...  13 

Building  bye-law  infringements  7 
Wastage  of  water  ...  ...  3 

Accumulations  ...  ...  11 

Other  matters  ...  ...  10 

RAT  DESTRUCTION. 

All  complaints  of  rat  infestation  have  received  attention,  and 
the  Market,  Slaughterhouse,  Isolation  Hospital,  sewers  and  the 
Trostre  tip  were  baited  during  the  year.  Baits  of  various  kinds 
are  supplied  to  applicants  at  cost  price. 

FUMIGATIONS. 

The  number  of  houses  fumigated  during  the  year  was  151. 
The  Public  Mortuary  was  cleansed  and  disinfected  on  44  occasions. 
The  St.  John  Ambulance  Car  was  fumigated  on  70  occasions 
after  it  had  been  used  for  the  transport  of  patients  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  72  Public  Library  books  were  disinfected.  1042  articles 
of  clothing  were  steam  disinfected. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  houses  fumigated  : — 

Wards. 


1 

2 

3 

Total. 

Following  scarlet  fever 

4 

11 

4 

19 

>> 

diphtheria 

29 

33 

9 

71 

i } 

tuberculosis 

13 

10 

6 

29 

} } 

erysipelas 

2 

1 

1 

4 

} } 

typhoid  fever 

— 

2 

1 

3 

y  y 

pneumonia 

7 

6 

2 

15 

i  y 

other  diseases  ... 

7 

2 

9 

j  y 

dirty  and  verminous 

conditions  ... 

... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

63 

65 

23 

151 

I  am,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 
Y-our  obedient  Servant, 
R.  EVANS. 

Health  Department, 

Old  Town  Hall,  Llanelly 
May,  1939, 


74 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP 
ACT,  1901,  and  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

1. — Inspection  for  purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health. 


Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

97 

6 

Factories  without  mechancial  power  ... 

16 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  building  and  en¬ 
gineering  constructions  but  not 
including  outworkers’  premises)  ... 

Total 

113 

6 

... 

2. — Defects  Found. 


Number  of  defects 

Number  of 
defects  in 
respect  of 
which 
Prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Insp’tor 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l.)  ... 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

Unreasonable  temperature  {S.3.)  ... 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4.) 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6.)  ... 

4 

4 

Sanitary  convenience  (S.7.)  : — 
Insufficient 

Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

2 

2 

... 

... 

Other  offences  : — 

(Not  including  offences  relating 
to  Home  Work  or  offences 
under  the  Sections  mentioned 
in  the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry 
ofHealth(Factoriesand  Work¬ 
shops  Transfer  of  Powers) 
Order.  1921,  and  re-enacted  in 
the  Third  Schedule  to  the 
Factories  Act,  1937). 

Total 

6 

6 

... 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  LLANELLY  M.B.,  1938.  (R#giitrar-General’8  Short  List  of  Causes  ot  Death). 
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SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 


Staff : 

School  Medical  Officer  :  L.  W.  Pole,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Edin.)  D  P  H 
Assistant  S.M.O.  :  VV.  E.  Probert,  L.R.C.P.,  M.R.C.S.  (London)’ 

D.P.H.  (Resigned  March,  1938). 

M.  J.  Darby,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.  (Belfast), 
(Assumed  duties  July,  1938). 

Eye  Specialist :  (Part-time)  J.  J.  Healy,  M.B.  (Edin.) 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Specialist:  (Part-time)  :  T.  I  Willi \.ms 
F.R.C.S.  (Edin.)  ‘  '  ’ 

Consultant  Orthopaedic  Specialist:  .A.  O.  Parker. 

Dental  Surgeon :  T.  E.  Mathias,  L.R.C.P.  &  S.  (lAdin.! 

L.R.F.P.S.  (Gla.sgo\v),  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.  (Edin.). 

School  Nurse  :  AI.  Hopkins. 

School  Ntirses  and  Health  Visitors  M.  C.  Jones,  G.  Greene, 
G.  M.  Roberts,  S.  Thomas. 

Ortho pcedic  Sister  :  ~  M.  G.  Thomas. 

Dental  Attendant  :  M.  E.  Williams  (Resigned  August,  1938). 

Chief  Clerk  :  M.  E.  Smith  (Left  May,  1938). 

Clerk  :  W.  J.  S3-mmons. 

Medical  Inspection  Arrangements.  The  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion  require  the  medical  inspection  of  all  children  in  public  elemen¬ 
tary  schools  as  soon  as  possible  in  the  twelve  months  following  - 

[a)  their  admission  to  public  elementary  schools,  and 

[b)  their  attaining  the  age  of  eight  years,  and 

[c)  their  attaining  the  age  of  twelve  5-ears. 

The  Local  Education  Authority  must  also  make  arrangements, 
subject  to  the  sanction  of  the  Board  of  Education,  for  attending 
to  the  health  and  ph5-sical  condition  of  children,  including  — 

(a)  the  following-up  of  cases  of  defect  found  in  the  course 
of  medical  inspection  ; 

(b)  the  detection  and  prevention  of  uncleanliness  ; 

(c)  the  medical  treatment  of  defect  of  eyes,  and  teeth,  minor 
ailments  and  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids. 

Besides  the  “  routine  ”  groups  of  children,  special  inspection 
was  made  of  children  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  School  Medical 
Officer  by  head  teachers,  attendance  officers,  school  nurses  and 
I'arents. 

Number  of  Children  on  Registers,  and  Average  Attendance. 

For  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1939 

{a)  the  number  of  children  on  the  school  registers  was  5,399 

{b)  the  average  attendance  for  the  year  was .  4,83 1 

(c)  the  percentage  for  the  year  was .  89.48 

There  are  three  Central  Schools  in  the  Borough,  two— 
Coleshill  and  Stebonheath  having  boys’  and  girls’  departments, 
the  third  -  Lakefield,  being  a  mi.xed  school. 
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The  number  of  primary  elementary  schools  is  ten,  comprising 
five  bo5^s’  departments,  five  girls’  departments,  two  mixed  depart¬ 
ments  and  eight  infants’  departments. 

The  new  Morfa  School  for  boys  and  girls  was  completed  and 
opened  in  July,  1938.  This  School  provides  accommodation  for 
250  boys  and  250  girls.  It  is  a  one-storey  building  in  the  form 
of  a  quadrangle  and  is  well  equipped  in  all  respects.  The  old 
buildings,  formerly  the  New  Dock  School,  are  at  present  being 
reconstructed  in  accordance  with  the  plans  of  Mr.  J.  E.  Thomas, 
Assistant  Borough  Surveyor,  for  use  as  an  Infant  School  and  it 
will  also  have  accommodation  for  children  between  two  and  five 
years  in  Nursery  Classes.  This  innovation  in  Llanelly  will  be 
watched  with  great  interest. 

The  total  mxmber  of  children  inspected  at  “  routine  ” 
examinations  was  1,403.  This  number  was  made  up  as  follows  : — 
418  entrants  ...  207  boys,  211  girls. 

474  intermediates...  250  boys,  224  girls. 

43  leavers  ...  24  boys,  19  girls. 

468  other  ages  ...  251  boys,  217  girls. 

The  number  of  children  in  the  “  leavers  ”  group  is  less  than 
it  should  be  owing  to  the  time  which  elapsed  between  the  date 
of  Dr.W.  E.  Probert’s  leaving  and  Dr.  M.  J.  Darby’s  appointment. 

Special  medical  inspections  numbered  300  and  related  mainly 
to  children  who  had  formerly  been  inspected  as  routine  cases,  the 
examinations  being  in  the  nature  of  following-up. 

Inspection  Clinic. — This  clinic  is  open  weekly  in  the  forenoons 
of  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  for  the  examination  of  children 
referred  to  the  School  Medical  Officer  by  head  teachers,  attendance 
officers,  and  parents. 

Owing  to  the  great  increase  in  the  number  of  women  attending 
the  Ante-natal  centre,  it  has  been  found  necessary  early  in  1939 
to  devote  Tuesday  forenoons  to  this  work.  School  children  are 
now  only  seen  and  examined  at  the  clinic  on  Wednesday  forenoons. 
Occasionally  there  is  some  congestion  and  parents  have  necessarily 
to  wait  for  a  longer  time  before  their  children  are  examined. 

The  total  number  of  children  who  attended  during  the  year 
was  320,  exclusive  of  384  children  who  were  examined  in  regard 
to  their  fitness  to  attend  the  School  Camp. 

The  number  of  re-inspections  was  237. 

The  average  number  of  children  who  attended  the  clinic  on 
each  of  the  two  days  was  10. 

REVIEW  OF  FACTS  DISCLOSED  BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

f"**  Weight.— The  tables  appended  give  the  number 
ol  children  at  each  year  of  age  and  the  average  height  and  weight. 

1  he  heights  are  given  in  inches  and  centimetres,  and  the  weights 
m  pounds  and  kilogrammes,  ® 


78 


HEIGHTS  AND  WEIGHTS. 


Boys. 


Age 

No. 

examined 

Heights 

(Average) 

Weights 

(Average) 

Inches 

Centimetres 

Pounds 

Kilograms 

3 

49 

37.61 

95.52 

34.36 

15.59 

4 

96 

39.73 

100.91 

37.76 

17.14 

5 

46 

42.26 

107.34 

■  41.85 

18.99 

6 

16 

44.68 

113.48 

46.65 

21.17 

7 

4 

43.50 

110.49 

47.12 

21.39 

8 

230 

48.52 

123.24 

55.38 

25.14 

9 

'  197 

50.51 

128.29 

60.44 

27.43 

10 

48 

51.71 

131.34 

67.11 

30.46 

11 

2 

52.75 

133.98 

66.50 

30.19 

12 

11 

55.54 

141.07 

87.77 

39.84 

13 

12 

56.29 

142.97 

80.66 

36.61 

14 

1 

56.00 

124.24 

74.00 

33.59 

Girls. 


Age 

No. 

examined 

Heights  (Average) 

^^'eights  (Average) 

Inches 

Centimetres 

Pounds 

Kilograms 

3 

37 

37.35 

94.86 

33.33 

15.13 

4 

101 

39.40 

100.07 

36.38 

16.51 

5 

50 

41.88 

106.37 

40.75 

18.50 

6 

23 

43.77 

111.17 

44.13 

20.03 

7 

1 

46.75 

118.74 

51.25 

23.26 

8 

224 

48.26 

122.58 

52.15 

23.67 

9 

151 

50.02 

127.05 

59.09 

26.82 

10 

59 

52.32 

132.89 

65.39 

29.68 

11 

6 

54.16 

137.56 

66.25 

30.07 

12 

14 

55.71 

141.50 

78.92 

35.82 

13 

5 

57.15 

145.16 

91.00 

41.31 
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Clothing. — “  Fair  ”—84  children— 5.98%  (1937 — 0.13%). 

"  Bad  ”—41  children— 2.92%  (1937—0.  %). 

Footgear.  Fair  ”—74  children— 5.27%  (1937—0.06%). 

■■  Bad  ”—34  children— 2.42%  (1937—0.06%). 

Uncleanliness. — Bod}^  ;  Boys — 24^ — 3.27%  (1937—0.  %). 

Girls— 21— 3.12%  (1937—0.  %). 

Head:  Boys— 16— 2.18%  (1937— 0.  %). 

Girls— 62— 9.23%  (1937—0.27%). 

Table  IV  at  the  end  of  the  Report  gives  the  number  of  visits 
paid  to  the  schools  by  the  Health  Visitors,  and  the  number 
of  children  found  to  be  unclean. 


Nutrition. 

1938 

1937 

1936 

Excellent 

177 

12.6% 

3.6% 

4.3% 

Normal  ... 

974 

69.4% 

86.4% 

77.3% 

Slightly  subnormal 

243 

17.3% 

9.6% 

16.8% 

Bad  . 

9 

0.6% 

0.2% 

1.5% 

When  the  percentages  in  the  above  tables  for  the  years  1937 
and  1938  are  compared  considerable  differences  appear  under  the 
various  categories.  This  may  be  due  in  great  part  to  the  differing 
evaluations  of  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers  as  the  inspections  in 
the  early  part  of  the  year  were  made  by  one  Medical  Officer  while 
those  in  the  latter  part  were  made  by  another.  This  may  be 
brought  out  more  clearly  by  the  results  for  the  year  1939  when 
all  inspections  will  have  been  made  by  the  same  Medical  Officer. 

Reference  was  made  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1937  to  the 
fact  that  children  excluded  from  school  on  account  of  illness  were 
unable  to  take  advantage  of  the  free  issue  of  milk.  The  Board 
of  Education  stipulated  in  their  Regulations  governing  the  supply 
of  milk  to  school  children  that  the  milk  must  be  consumed  on  the 
school  premises.  In  March,  1939,  the  Board  amended  the  Regu¬ 
lations  in  such  a  way  that  the  parents  of  children  absent  from 
school  because  of  illness  might  receive  the  milk  during  the  period 
of  absence.  During  this  period  milk  may  form  an  important 
constituent  in  the  diet  prescribed  by  the  medical  attendant. 

_  No.  of  children  receiving  milk  in  School  during  1938 _ free, 

1,758;  on  payment,  1,341. 

Skin  Diseases. — 43  cases. 

Eye  Diseases.— Blepharitis  :  34  cases. 

Squint  :  20  cases. 
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Defective  Vision. — The  following  table  shows  the  results  of 
the  examination  of  985  children. 


Defective  Vision 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Per  cent. 

(1) 

Both  eyes  normal 

472  . 

388 

860 

87.4 

(2) 

One  eye  normal  ;  one  eye  slightly 
defective 

9 

16 

25 

2.5 

(3) 

One  eye  normal,  one  eye  very 
defective  .. 

18 

19 

37 

3  7 

(4) 

Both  eyes  slightly  defective 

6 

13 

19 

2.0 

(5) 

One  eye  slightly  defective ; 
one  eye  very  defective  ... 

4 

5 

9 

0.9 

(6) 

Both  eyes  very  defective 

16 

19 

35 

3.5 

Totals 

525 

1  460 

985 

100.00 

1  and  2  are  classed  as  “  good  ”  vision — 89.9  per  cent.  ;  3  and 
4  as  “  fair  ”  vision — 5.7  per  cent.  ;  and  5  and  6  as  “  bad  ” 
vision — 4.4  per  cent. 

Children  are  examined  at  the  Eye  Clinic  alter  being  referred 
to  the  Eye  Specialist  by  the  School  Medical  Officer.  Ihe  table 
on  page  91  shows  the  results  of  the  examinations. 

Defective  Hearing. — Four  children — 0.2  per  cent,  had  markedly 
defective  hearing,  the  whispering  test  being  used. 

Nose  and  Throat. — Enlarged  tonsils  of  moderate  degree,  154 
children — 10.97  per  cent.  (76  boys,  78  girls). 

Enlarged  tonsils  of  marked  degree,  36  children  2.56  per 
cent.  (19  boys,  17  girls). 

Tonsils  and  adenoids  present  together  60  children — 4.27  per 
cent.  (29  boys,  31  girls). 

Defective  Speech.— 10  children,  0.17  per  cent. 

Heart  and  Circulation. — Organic  disease  of  the  heart  eight 
children,  0.57  per  cent.  ;  functional  disease  of  the  heart— 61 
children,  4.34  per  cent.  ;  amemia — 113  children,  8.05  per  cent. 

Rickets. — 40  children  showed  some  signs  of  deformity 
resulting  from  this  disease. 
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Special  Examinations. — The  chief  conditions  discovered 
were : — 


Skin  diseases 

34 

Eye  diseases 

15 

Defective  vision  and  squint 

49 

.Anaemia  ... 

34 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis 

1 

Chorea 

7 

Organic  heart  disease 

8 

Vaccination. 


Vaccination 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Per  cent. 

Vaccinated 

424 

392 

816 

58.2 

Not  vaccinated 

308 

279 

587 

41.8 

Previous  History  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Chicken 

Pox 

Sea 

Fe 

Lrlet 

ver 

Diphtheria 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

Boys  ... 

486 

66.3 

330 

45.0 

250 

34.1 

28 

3.8 

35 

4.7 

Girls  ... 

478 

72.2 

319 

47.5 

256 

38.1 

38 

5.6 

35 

5.2 

Total  ... 

964 

68.7 

649 

46.2 

506 

36.0 

66 

4.7 

70 

4.9 

TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  AT  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

School  Clinic.— The  average  daily  attendance  was  45.  The 
number  ranged  between  30  and  60  on  the  days  when  the  schools 
were  open.  During  all  holidays  the  clinic  is  open  for  treatment. 

When  the  condition  of  a  child  is  such  that  general  treatment 
IS  indicated  remedies  such  as  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Malt  Extract 
are  provided.  A  complete  record  is  kept  of  all  children  receiving 
Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Malt  Extract  without  payment  and  this  is  only 
issued  free  after  the  parents  have  completed  a  form  giving  in¬ 
formation  as  to  the  income  per  head  received  every  week  bv  the 
parents. 
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c  .  Table  gives  a  summary  of  the  work  of  the 

bchoo!  Clinic  : — 


Treatment  of  Minor  Ailments. 


Condition 

No.  of  cases  under 
treatment  on 

1st  January' 

Total  No.  of  cases 

Total 

attendances 

Average 

attendances 

per  child' 

Cured 

Improved 

Not  improved 

Under  Treatment 

at  end  of  vear 

Remarks 

Ringworm  :  head 

... 

2 

15 

7.5 

2 

body 

10 

90 

9.0 

10 

... 

.  .  . 

Scabies  ... 

3 

41 

13.6 

1 

2 

2 

.  .  . 

Impetigo 

1 

154 

1182 

7.6 

154 

... 

... 

... 

Minor  injuries 

1 

559 

2391 

4.2 

551 

8* 

1 

7* 

Septic  sores 

3 

931 

5466 

5.8 

928 

3 

3 

... 

Vermin  ;  head 

... 

26 

215 

8.2 

26 

... 

... 

... 

Other  skin  diseases 

... 

28 

126 

4.5 

28 

... 

... 

Ear  disease 

... 

2 

20 

10.0 

2 

... 

... 

... 

Eye  disease 

... 

41 

134 

3.2 

38 

3* 

3* 

Miscellaneous  ... 

... 

4 

1 1 

2.7 

4 

... 

... 

... 

Total 

5 

1760 

9691 

5.5 

1744 

16* 

... 

6 

10* 

*  6  cases  referred  own  Doctor.  4  cases  referred  Eye  Specialist. 


DULL  AND  BACKWARD  CHILDREN. 

Owing  to  the  very  small  number  of  children  on  the  Register 
the  Special  Class  for  boys  in  the  Old  Road  School  was  discontinued 
and  classes  are  now  held  in  three  schools — Cop]ierworks  Boys, 
Copperworks  Girls  (St.  Peter’s  Church  annexe)  and  Market  Street 
Girls  School. 
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No.  of  children  examined  in  1938 

Recommended  for  retention  in  Special 
Class  ... 

Recommended  for  transfer  from  Ordinary 
to  Special  Class 

Of  the  nine  children  recommended  for  transfer  to  the  Special 
Class  four  parents  refused  their  consent  to  the  transfer.  Consent 
was  obtained  in  the  case  of  the  other  five. 

Four  children  were  re-examined  during  the  year. 

Notification  of  feeble-minded  and  other  children. — There  were 
no  cases  notified  to  the  Local  Authority,  the  County  Council, 
under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Regulations  1928,  during  the  year. 

Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment.- — Dr.  T.  E.  Mathias,  the 
School  Dental  Surgeon,  submits  the  following  table  showing  the 
number  of  children  and  nature  of  work  done  in  the  Routine  Age 
Groups.  An  analysis  of  the  figures  shows,  in  the  main,  a  result 
similar  to  previous  years.  In  addition  to  the  Routine  group,  592 
Specials  were  attended  to  during  the  year.  This  figure  is  a  big 
increase  on  previous  years. 


21 

12 

9 


Age 

No.  in¬ 
spected 

No.  found 
to  require 
treatment 

Number 

treated 

Teeth 

Filled 

Teeth 

Ex¬ 

tracted 

Percentage 
of  Teeth 
filled  to 
teeth 
extracted. 

6 

331 

309—93.3% 

228—73.8% 

46 

810 

5.7% 

7 

347 

315—90.8% 

232—73.6% 

118 

722 

16-7% 

8 

364 

333—91.5% 

238—71.7% 

175 

711 

24.6% 

9 

369 

351—95.1% 

299—85.2% 

186 

523 

35.6% 

10 

371 

299—80.6% 

225—75.2% 

141 

418 

33.7% 

11 

359 

311—86.6% 

242—77.8% 

161 

166 

96.9% 

12 

260 

171—65.8% 

134—78.4% 

139 

172 

80.8%  . 

All  ages 

2401 

2089—87.0% 

1598—76.5% 

966 

3522 

27.4% 
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ORTHOPAEDICS. 

Miss  M.  G.  I  homas,  the  Orthopaedic  Sister  who  attends  the 
Centre  has  submitted  the  following  report  : — 

I  beg  to  submit  my  report  on  the  work  of  Orthopcedic  treat¬ 
ment  for  the  year  1938.  I  have  again  to  record  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  cases  being  attended  to  at  the  Clinic. 

On  the  1st  January,  1938,  there  were  189  cases  being  attended 
to,  viz.,  Education  Committee,  128  ;  M.  &  C.  W.  Committee,  61. 

On  the  31st  December,  1938,  the  number  of  cases  was  221  — 
Education  Committee,  133  ;  M.  &  C.W.  Committee,  88 — a  net 
increase  of  32,  i.e.,  after  withdrawal  of  cases  owing  to  treatment 
completed,  age  limit,  left  for  other  areas,  etc. 

There  were  86  new  cases  during  the  year,  viz..  Education 
Committee,  33  ;  M.  &  C.  W.  Committee,  53,  as  compared  with  95 
new  cases  in  1937  and  69  in  1936. 

I  am  pleased  to  think  that  the  regular  addition  of  new  cases 
annually  is  the  best  possible  tribute  to  the  work  of  the  Clinic. 

The  total  number  of  individual  cases  dealt  with  during  1938 
was  279.  The  total  number  of  attendances  at  the  Clinic  was  3,476 
— Education  Committee  2,219  ;  M.  &  C.  W.  Committee,  1,257. 

170  sessions  were  held  at  the  Clinic  during  the  year.  As  far 
as  possible  all  work  is  undertaken  at  the  Clinic,  but  five  home 
visits  were  made  by  me  during  the  year  :  Education  Committee, 
three  ;  M.  &  C.  W.  Committee,  two. 

Attendances  at  the  Clinic  continue  to  be  very  good. 

In  addition  to  the  work  of  supervision  and  routine  after  care 
1,965  manipulations  were  undertaken  at  the  Clinic  (Education 
Committee,  1,083  ;  M.  &  C.  W.  Committee,  882).  54  individual 
cases  received  remedial  exercises  (Education  Committee,  48 ; 
M.  &  C.  W.  Committee,  6),  and  two  cases  received  massage 
(Education  Committee,  1  ;  M.  &  C.  W.  Committee,  1).  42  plasters 
were  applied  (Education  Committee,  1  ;  M.  &  C.  W.  Committee, 
41),  and  22  plasters  were  reinforced  (M.  &  C.  W.  Committee,  22)^. 
The  number  of  cases  examined  by  the  Orthopa'dic  Surgeon  was  135 
(Education  Committee,  70  ;  M.  &  C.  W.  Committee,  65). 

Nine  cases  were  advised  hospital  treatment  (Education 
Committee,  seven  ;  M.  &  C.  W.  Committee,  two). 
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Tlie  information  is  set  out  in  tabular  form  as  follows 


h'ducation 

Committee 

M.  &  C.W. 
Committee 

Total 

No.  of  individual  cases  under  Scheme  on 

189 

1st  Januarj',  1938 

128 

61 

No.  of  new  cases  during  year 

33 

53 

86 

No.  of  ca-ses  withdrawn  from  Scheme 

37 

13 

50 

No.  of  cases  transferred  to 

17 

1 

18 

No.  of  cases  transferred  from 

8 

14 

22 

No.  of  children  under  Scheme  on  31st 

221 

December,  1938 

133 

88 

No.  of  individual  cases  dealt  with  during 

1938  . 

178 

115 

279 

Total  No.  of  individual  cases 

Total  No.  of  attendances  at  Clinic 

2219 

1257 

3476 

No.  of  manipulations  by  Sister  ... 

1083 

882 

1965 

No.  of  plasters  applied 

1 

41 

42 

No.  of  plasters  re-inforced 

22 

22 

No.  of  individual  cases  received  remedial 

exercises  by  Sister 

48 

6 

54 

No.  of  individual  cases  massaged  by  Sister 

1 

1 

2 

No.  of  home  visits  by  Sister 

3 

2 

5 

No.  of  cases  examined  by  visiting  Surgeon 

70 

65 

135 

No.  of  cases  advised  inpatient  treatment 

7 

2 

9 

Diagnosis  of  cases  under  Scheme 
on  31st  December,  1938. 


Education 

Committee 

M.  &  C.W. 
Committee 

Total 

Paralysis  : 

Infantile 

8 

1 

9 

Spastic... 

6 

6 

Obstetrical 

2 

3 

5 

Congenital  Deformities 

34 

59 

93 

Infective  Conditions  : 

T.B.  (Quiescent) 

1 

•  •  ( 

1 

Non-T.B . 

6 

... 

6 

Non-Infective  Conditions  : 

Rickets 

18 

20 

38 

Static  or  Postural  ... 

50 

4 

54 

Traumatic  Deformities 

4 

... 

4 

Mi.scellaneous 

4 

1 

5 
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Trom  the  above  diagnosis  of  cases  under  the  scheme  it  will 
be  seen  that  there  is  a  greater  number  of  congenital  deformities 
than  of  any  other  cases  and  the  greater  number  of  these  come 
under  school  age.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  these  come  to  the 
Clinic  before  the  age  of  five. 

When  a  high  percentage  of  new  congenital  cases  in  one  year 
is  bought  to  the  Clinic  before  children  have  attained  the  school 
age  it  shows  that  the  work  of  the  Clinics  is  known  and  appreciated 
and  also  that  the  methods  of  ascertainment  are  satisfactor}'’. 

lo  conclude  my  report  I  would  like  to  express  my  thanks 
for  your  kindness,  encouragement  and  support  at  all  times  and 
also  to  your  staff  for  their  co-operation  and  assistance. 

M.  G.  THOMAS, 

Orthopaedic  Sister. 

Treatment  of  Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids. — Four  children 
whose  parents  were  not  subscribers  under  the  Workmens’  Medical 
Scheme  were  referred  by  me  to  Dr.  T.  I.  Williams,  the  Ear,  Nose, 
and  Throat  Specialist,  for  operative  treatment,  the  cost  of  this 
being  £5  5s.  Od. 

In  addition  a  sum  of  £2  Os.  Od.  was  paid  to  the  Goring  Road 
Nursing  Home,  where  the  children  were  treated.  The  charge  of 
the  Nursing  Home  is  10/-  per  night  per  child  detained. 

Bacteriological  Examinations. — Number  of  swabs  examined 
for  diphtheria,  296. 

This  number  is  included  in  those  given  on  page  8. 

Physical  Training. — Although  a  Physical  Training  Organiser 
has  recently  (1939)  been  appointed  by  the  Carmarthenshire  Educa¬ 
tion  Committee  the  arrangements  for  physical  training  do  not 
extend  to  the  Borough  of  Llanelly.  The  whole  of  this  work  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  Head  Teachers  of  the  schools  and  it  is  a  pleasure 
to  record  that  the  standard  of  the  training  is  of  a  high  quality. 

School  Camp. — The  very  favourable  comments  received  from 
representatives  of  Local  Education  Authorities  in  South  Wales  as 
to  the  benefit  derived  by  the  children  sent  by  them  to  the  Pendine 
Camp  are  a  stimulation  to  everyone  concerned  with  the  conduct 
of  the  Camp  and  an  encouragement  to  the  Llanelly  Education 
Committee,  the  Camp  Director,  and  the  staff  under  his  charge. 
The  improvements  and  additions  to  the  Camp  buildings,  etc., 
which  have  been  gradually  effected  have  added  to  the  amenities 
of  the  Camp. 


87 


The  weather  during  the  months  May  to  September,  1938,  was 
in  general  very  unsatisfactory  as  there  was  much  rain,  more  than 
had  lieen  noticed  in  any  year  since  the  Camp  began.  This  did 
not,  however,  interfere  with  the  benefit  of  the  stay  of  the  children 
although  less  opportunity  than  usual  was  available  for  outdoor 
games,  etc.  No  ill  effects  were  caused  and  the  state  of  health  of 
the  children  showed  much  improvement  generally. 


The  numbers  of  the  children  sent  to  the  Camp  in  1938  by  the 
participating  authorities  were  : — 


Aberdare  ... 

110 

Glamorgan  ... 

...  344 

Abertillery 

131 

Merthyr 

...  65 

Brecon 

88 

Pontypridd  ... 

...  no 

Carmarthenshire . . . 

99 

Rhondda 

...  307 

,,  (Borough) 

41 

Total  . 1,295 


Cost  per  child  for  two  weeks — £1  10s.  Id. 

Medical  Examination  of  Teachers. —  Ten  teachers  were 
medically  examined  on  appointment  to  a  school  and  were  found 
lit  for  duty. 

Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children.— Advantage  has  been  taken 
on  many  occasions  of  the  help  of  Inspector  James  of  the  N.S.P.C.C. 
m  persuading  parents  to  obtain  medical  treatment  for  their 
children  and  in  the  investigation  of  cases  where  there  is  evidence 
of  some  degree  of  neglect.  The  assistance  of  Inspector  James  has 
been  of  great  service  and  I  have  much  pleasure  in  acknowledging 
the  ready  and  sympathetic  manner  in  which  he  undertakes  the 
investigations. 
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TABLE  I. 

Return  of  Medical  Inspections. 

A.— ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 


Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups — 


Entrants 

418 

Second  Age  Group  ...  . 

Third  Age  Group  . 

474 

48 

Total . 

935 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections 

468 

Grand  Total 

1403 

R.— OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 

1004 

Number  of  Re-Inspections  ... 

237 

Total  ... 

1241 

C.— CHILDREN  FOUND  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT. 

Number  of  individual  children  found  at  Routine  IMedical 
Inspection  to  require  treatment  (excluding  defects  of  Nutrition, 
Uncleanliness  and  Dental  Diseases.) 


Group 

For  defective 
vision 
(excluding 
squint) 

For  all  other 
conditions 
recorded  in 
Table  II  A. 

Total 

Entrants  ...  ... 

89 

89 

Second  Age  Group 

51 

59 

104 

Third  Age  Group  ... 

6 

4 

10 

Total  (Prescribed  Groups) 

57 

152 

203 

Other  Routine  Inspections 

38 

50 

81 

Grand  Total 

95 

202 

284 
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TABLE  II. 


A.— Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  in  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1938. 


Routine 

Inspections 

Special 

Inspections 

No.  of 

Defects 

No.  of  Defects 

Defect  or  Disease 

Requiring 

Treat¬ 

ment 

Requiring 

obser¬ 

vation 

Requiring 

Treat¬ 

ment 

Requiring 

obser¬ 

vation 

"(1)  Ringworm — Scalp  ... 

2 

(2)  ,,  Bod}'  ... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

Skin 

(3)  Scabies 

1 

... 

2 

... 

(4)  Impetigo 

20 

... 

5 

... 

(5)  Other  Diseases  (Non- 
Tuberculous) 

21 

... 

25 

... 

Total  (Heads  1  to  5)  ... 

43 

... 

34 

... 

(6)  Blepharitis  ... 

34 

.  .  . 

3 

... 

(7)  Conjunctivitis 

... 

3 

... 

(8)  Keratitis 

... 

... 

... 

... 

(9)  Corneal  Opacities  ... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

Eye 

(10)  Other  Conditions 
(excluding  Defec¬ 
tive  Vision  and 
Squint) 

1 

7 

1 

Total  (Heads  6  to  10) 

35 

1 

13 

2 

(11)  Defective  Vision  (ex¬ 
cluding  Squint)  ... 

95 

30 

26 

13 

L(12)  Squint 

10 

10 

7 

3 

'(13)  Defective  Hearing  . 

4 

• . . 

1 

... 

Ear 

(14)  Otitis  Media 

3 

. . . 

3 

... 

^(15)  Other  Ear  Diseases  . 

1 

... 

... 

... 

'(16)  Chronic  Tonsillitis 
only 

36 

36 

Nose  J 

(17)  Adenoids  only 

2 

i 

.  • . 

6 

and 

Throat 

(18)  Chronic  Tonsillitis 
and  Adenoids 

18 

42 

6 

2 

^(19)  Other  Conditions  ... 

155 

... 

77 

(20)  Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non- 
Tuberculous)  ... 

100 

... 

27 

(21)  Defective  Speech 

... 

10 

... 

4 

Heart 

Heart  Disease  : 

'(22)  Organic 

8 

8 

and 

(23)  Functional  ... 

61 

42 

Circula-"^ 

(24)  Anaemia 

37 

76 

20 

14 

tion 

L 

90 

TABLE  II. — continued. 


Routine 

Inspections 

Special 

Inspections 

No.  of  Defects 

No.  of 

Defects 

Requiring 

Treat¬ 

ment 

Requiring 

obser¬ 

vation 

Requiring 
.  Treat¬ 
ment 

Requiring 

obser¬ 

vation 

'(25;  Bronchitis  ... 

45 

13 

Lungs 

(26)  Other  Non-Tuber- 
^  culous  Diseases  ... 

... 

8 

... 

10 

'Pulmonary : — 

(27)  Definite  . 

1 

1 

(28)  Suspected 

...  ■ 

... 

... 

4 

Tuber-  -! 
culosis 

Non-Pulmonary  : — • 

(29)  Glands 

1 

... 

'  i 

(30)  Bones  and  Joints  ... 

... 

... 

... 

(31)  Skin  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

^(32)  Other  Forms 

... 

... 

Total  (Heads  29  to  32)  . 

1 

1 

... 

Nervous  f  (33)  Epilepsy  . 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

... 

System-! 

(34)  Chorea 

1 

... 

7 

... 

^(35)  Other  Conditions  ... 

1 

... 

4 

... 

Defer- 

f  (36)  Rickets 

4 

36 

10 

2 

mities  -■ 

(37)  Spinal  Curvature  ... 

1 

'  i 

1 

... 

1^(38)  Other  Forms 

8 

21 

(39)  Other  Defects  and  Diseases  ex¬ 
cluding  Defects  of  Nutrition, 
Uncleanliness&  Dental  Diseases 

1 

1 

12 

103 

Total  ... 

356 

538 

225 

311 

B.— Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Children  Inspected  during 

the  Year  in  the  Routine  Age  Groups. 


Age-groups 

Number 

of 

Cliildren 

Inspected 

A 

(Ex¬ 

cellent) 

1 

B 

(Nor¬ 

mal) 

( 

(Slig 

subno 

itly 

rmal) 

I 

(B. 

D 

id) 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

O' 

/o 

No. 

O' 

/o 

Entrants 

418 

50 

ll.h 

277 

66.2 

90 

21.5 

1 

0.2 

Second  Age-group  . 

474 

53 

11.1 

332 

70.0 

85 

17.9 

4 

0.8 

Third  Age-group  . 

43 

11 

25.5 

20 

46.5 

10 

23.2 

2 

4.6 

Other  Routine  Inspections  ... 

468 

63 

13.4 

345 

73.7 

58 

12.3 

2 

0.4 

Total  . 

1403 

177 

12.6 

974 

69.4 

243 

17.3 

9 

0.6 

TABLE  III 


Return  of  Exceptional  Children  in  the  Area. 


Blind 

Cliildren 

Suitable  for  training 
in  a  School  for 
blind  children. 

At  Certified  Schools  for  the  Blind  ... 
At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

At  other  Institutions  ... 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

Total  ... 

... 

Partially 

Sighted 

Children 

Suitable  for  training 
in  a  School  for 
blind  children. 

At  Certified  Schools  for  the  Blind  ... 
At  Certified  Schools  for  the  partially 
Sighted 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

At  other  Institutions  ... 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

Total  ... 

... 

Deaf 

Children 

Suitable  for  training 
in  a  School  for  the 
deaf. 

At  Certified  Schools  for  the  Deaf 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

At  other  Institutions  ... 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

Total  ... 

1 

1 

Partially 

Deaf 

Children 

Suitable  for  training 
in  a  School  for  the 
partially  deaf. 

At  Certified  Schools  for  the  Deaf 

At  Certified  Schools  for  the  partially 

Deaf  .  ...  ... 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

At  other  Institutions 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

Total  ...  ... 

Mentally 

Defective 

Children 

Feebleminded 

At  Certified  Schools  for  Mentally 
Defective  Children 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

.\t  other  Institutions . 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

Total  ... 

20 

2 

22 

Epileptic 

Children 

Suffering  from  severe 
epilepsj' 

At  Certified  Special  Schools  ... 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

At  other  Institutions  ... 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

Total  ... 

1 

1 

1 

3 

92 


TABLE  III. — continued. 


Physically  Defective  Children. 


A — Tuber¬ 
culous 
Cliildren 

Pulmonary  tubercu¬ 
losis  (including 

pleura  and  intra- 
thoracic  glands) 

At  Certified  Special  Schools 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

At  other  Institutions 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

Total 

1 

5 

1 

7 

Non-pulmonary  tu¬ 
berculosis 

At  Certified  Special  Schools 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

At  other  Institutions  ... 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

Total 

17 

3 

20 

B— Delicate  Children 

At  Certified  Special  Schools 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

At  other  Institutions 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

Total 

32 

32 

C — Crippled  Children 

At  Certified  Special  Schools 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

At  other  Institutions 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

Total 

3 
23 

4 

30 

D — Heart  Disease  ... 

At  Certified  Special  Schools 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

At  other  Institutions 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

Total 

"e 

3 

9 

CHILDREN  SUFFERING  FROM  MULTIPLE  DEFECTS. 


T.B.  Foot  and  Crippling  of  Leg  ... 

At  Certified  Special  Schools 

At  Public  Elementarj^  Schools 

At  other  Institutions 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

1 

Total 

... 

1 

T.B.  Lungs  and  Claw  Foot 

At  Certified  Special  Schools 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

1 

At  other  Institutions 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

... 

Total 

... 

1 

Feeble-minded  and  Epilepsy 

At  Certified  Special  Schools 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

... 

At  other  Institutions 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

1 

Total 

... 

1 

IF 
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TABLE  IV. 

Return  of  Defects  treated  during  the  Year  ended  31st  December 

1938. 


Group  I. — Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for  which 

see  Table  VI.). 


Disease  or  Defect 

Number  of  defects 
or  under  treatment 
the  year 

treated 

during 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

Other¬ 

wise 

Total 

Skin  ; 

Ringworm — Scalp — 

(i).  X-Ray  Treatment. 

(ii.)  Other  Treatment 

2 

2 

Ringworm — Body 

10 

10 

Scabies  ... 

3 

3 

Impetigo 

154 

154 

Other  skin  disease 

28 

28 

Minor  Eye  Defects  (external  and  other, 
but  excluding  cases  falling  in  Group 
II.)  . 

41 

41 

Minor  Ear  Defects 

2 

2 

Miscellaneous  (c.g.,  minor  injuries, 

bruises,  sores,  chilblains,  etc.) 

1494 

... 

1494 

Total  ... 

1734 

... 

1734 

94 


Group  II.— Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor  Eye 
Defects  treated  as  Minor  Ailments— Group  I.). 


No.  of  Defects  dea 

It  with 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

Otherwise 

Total 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including  Squint) 

184 

184 

Other  Defect  or  Disease  of  the  Eyes 
(excluding  those  recorded  in  Group  I.) 

21 

21 

Total  ... 

205 

... 

205 

Total  Number  of  Children  for  whom  Spectacles  were  prescribed  ; — 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  ...  ...  ...  181 

(b)  Otherwise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  • — 


Total  Number  of  Children  who  obtained  Spectacles  ; — 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  ...  ...  ...  7 

(b)  Otherwise  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  133 


Group  III. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Number  of  Defects 


Received  Operative  Treatment 

m 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme  in 
Clinic  or 
Hospital 

By  private  prac¬ 
titioner  or 
hospital,  apart 
from  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

Total 

Received  other 
forms  of 
treatment 

Total 

number 

treated 

4 

14 

al8 

2 

a20 

all  Tonsils  only. 

0  Adenoids  only. 

7  Tonsils  and  Adenoids 
0  Other  defects 


18 
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D 

P 

c 

• 
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a 

o 
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UJ 

■Ji 

OQ 

< 

H 


U 

O 

o 


a 


c« 

V. 

3 

■4-I 

CO 

o 

O. 


o 

> 


o 

k. 


a 


Total 

number 

treated 

1 

184 

Non- 

residential 
treatment 
at  an 
orthopae¬ 
dic  clinic 
(iii) 

: 

otherwise 

(2) 

Residential 

treatment 

without 

education 

(ii) 

Residential 

treatment 

with 

education 

(i) 

<v 

B 

o 

o 

CA) 

w 

Non- 

residential 
treatment 
at  an 
orthopae¬ 
dic  clinic 
(iii) 

GO 

e  Autliority 
(1) 

1 

Residential 

treatment 

without 

education 

(ii) 

; 

a; 

C 

P 

Residential 

treatment 

with 

education 

(i) 

o 

O  ^  • 

<D  y  ^ 

-Q  c3 

B-g  S 
:zi 

Table  V. — Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 


(1)  Number  of  Children  who  were — 


(i)  Inspected  by  the  .)cntist : 

Aged 

r  5 


8  . 

331 

7  . 

347 

8  . 

364 

Routine  Age  Groups 

9  . 

369 

10  . 

371 

r  Total  2401 

• 

11  . 

359 

12  . 

260 

13  . 

l14  . 

••*-1 

Specials  ... 

... 

... 

... 

592 

Total  (Routine  and  Specials)  ... 

... 

... 

2993 

(2) 

Number  found  to  require  Treatment  ... 

... 

... 

2681 

(3) 

Number  Actually  Treated 

... 

.  •  . 

... 

2190 

(4) 

Attendances  made  by  Cliildren  for  Treatment 

.  .  . 

•  • « 

3751 

(5) 

Half  days  devoted  to  /Inspection  ... 

27 

/Treatment  ... 

354  J 

Total 

381 

(6) 

Fillings  ...  ...  ... /Permanent  Teeth  _ 

9931 

\ Temporary  Teeth  ... 

24  / 

Total 

1017 

(7) 

Extractions  ...  ... /Permanent  Teeth  ... 

952  4 

/Temporary  Teeth  ... 

3389/  Total 

4341 

(8) 

Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extractions  .. 

54 

(9) 

Other  Operations  ...  /Permanent  Teeth  ... 

10/ 

/Temporary  Teeth  ... 

.../  Total 

10 

Table  VI. — Uncleanliness  and  Verminous  Conditions. 

(i)  Average  number  of  visits  joer  school  made  during  the  jxar  by 

the  School  Nurses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.1 

(ii)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  cliildrcn  in  the  Schools  by 

School  Nurses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3930 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  ...  ...  557 

(iv)  Number  of  individual  children  cleansed  under  arrangements 

made  by  the  Local  Education  Authority  ...  ...  ...  26 

(v)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  : — 

[a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921 
{b)  Under  School  Attendance  Byelaws 


